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COAL. 


WEEKLY OUTPUT AND EMPLOYMENT 
FIGURES. 


We give below a statement of the coal output. and 
the number of wage earners at the mines of Great 
Britain for the week ended 13th October, 
together with comparative figures for the previous 
week. ‘The output for the corresponding week of 
last year was 5,254,900 tons : — 








| Week ended | 
6th October. 


Week waded 
13th October. 











Districts. | - | — 
age | | age 
Output. | Soe. | Output. Pes, 
Tons. | Tons. 
Northumberland 298,700 63,300 | 284,300 | 63,300 
Durham 780,400 172,000 | 747,900 | 172,300 
Yorkshire ...| 940,800 , 181,200 | 956,600 | 181,200 
Lancashire, Cheshire, | | 
and North Wales...| 472,800 122,100 | 475,500 | 122,100 
Derby, Nottingham,| | | 
and Leicester | 686,700 | 130,700 | 700,400 | 130,600 
Stafford, Salop, Wor- | | 
cester and Warwick) 408,200 91,600 | 418,700 91,800 


South Wales and Mon-| 


mouthshire... ...| 1,070,200 | 248,000 | 1,124,100 | 243,700 
Other English Dis-| | 

tricts* ...  ...| 115,300 28,500 | 117,400! 28,600 
Scotland ... ...| 755,800 | 140,200 801,100 / 140,000 











Total... ...| 5,528,400 | 1,172,600 5,626,000 | 1,173,600 





* Including Cumberland, Westmorland, Gloucester, Somerset and 
Kent. 





FIFTY-TWO WEEKS’ SUMMARY. 


The total production weekly of coal since 14th 
October, 1922, is given below : — 








1922. Tons. 1923. Tons. 
October 21st ......... 5,355,400 2 ne 5,776,600 
October 28th ......... 5,388,300 April 21st ..... ee 5,824,900 
November 4th......... 5,423,400 eee 5,721,200 
November llth ...... 5,440,500 gg, 5,327,000 
November 18th ...... 5,376,000 ee 5,603,400 
November 25th ...... 5,471,800 . fae 5,796,600 
December 2nd......... 5,573,300 May 26th...........000 3,737,000 
December 9th... ..... 5,592,000 ree 5,727,000 
December 16th ...... 5,741,600 I 5,654,300 
December 23rd ...... 5,506,200 aS 5,651,100 
December 30th ...... 3,427,900 oT). 5,588,200 

PU ED dsccceccdsie 5,400,700 

1923. 2. ae 5,305, 800 
January 6th ......... 4,384,300 PORP BERR vnccccccsesses 5,041,900 
January 13th ......... 5,607,300 2 4,601,000 
January 20th ......... 5,583,400 fa 5,111,700 
January 27th ......... 5,644,200 August 4th............ 5,253,600 
February 3rd ......... 5,601,200 August 11th ......... 3,566,400 
February 10th .. ... 5,566,900 August 18th ......... 5,124,000 
February 17th ...... 5,559,600 August 25th ......... 5,163,800 
February 24th ...... 5,519,100 September Ist......... 5,280,600 
March 38rd .......:.... 5,565,600 September 8th ...... 5,320,300 
Eaten BOER... ccccesses 5,713,000 September 15th ...... 5,244,700 
March 17th............ 5,721,000 September 22nd ...... 5,504,300 
March 24th............ 5,703,000 September 29th ...... 5,574,600 
| ae 4,873,900 October 6th............ 5,528,400 
GEE WD sends, cacentous 3,940,900 October 13th ......... 5,626,000 





COLLIERY ACCIDENT ENQUIRIES. 


Under the powers conferred by Section 83 of the 
Coal Mines Act, 1911, Lieut.-Colonel G, R. Lane- 
Fox, M.P., the Secretary for Mines, has directed 
Mr. Thomas H. Mottram, C.B.E., H.M. Chief 
Inspector of Mines, to hold a formal investigation 
into the causes and circumstances of the accident 
which occurred at the Redding No. 23 Colliery, 
Falkirk, Stirlingshire, on 25th September, and 
Mr. Henry Walker, C.B.E., H.M. Deputy-Chief 
Inspector of Mines, to hold a formal investigation 
into the causes and circumstances of the accident 
which occurred at the No. 3 pit of the Gartshore 
e-eappan Kirkintilloch, Dumbartonshire, on 28th 
July. 

The dates and places of the Enquiries will be 
announced later, 
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CURRENCY TRANSACTIONS IN RUSSIA. 


With reference to the Notice in the ‘‘ Journal ’’ of 
lith May, 1922 (page 500), concerning the removal 
of the prohibition on the possession of gold, etc. 
H.M. Representative at Moscow has forwarded a 
translation of a Decree of the All-Russian Central 
Kxecutive Committee and the Council of People’s 
Commissaries, dated 15th February, 19238, which 
permits State and co-operative institutions who are 
members of the Bourse to carry out transactions on 
the Bourse in foreign currency, cheques and bills of 
exchange. 

H.M. Representative states that in actual prac- 
tice, the sale of foreign currency is still, to the 
extent that it is legal, entirely controlled by the 
State Bank. The purchase of foreign remittances 
is still prohibited except with the permission of the 
Special Valuta Committee, which permission is 
granted in practice exclusively to Government 
institutions. 

The translation of the Decree dated 15th 
February last (the Decree referred to in the notice of 
llth May, 1922, being no longer applicable), may 
be consulted by United Kingdom firms interested on 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 





DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE. 
BRITISH INDIA MINING RULES. 


The Department has received a copy of the 
amended Rules for the grant of mineral licences and 
mining leases in British India which were pub- 
lished as a supplement to the ‘‘ Indian Trade 
Journal ’’ of 27th September last. 

The Rules referred to may be consulted by United 
Kingdom firms interested on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1. 








NEW LEGISLATION IN UGANDA. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner in East Africa has for- 
warded a copy of the Uganda Official Gazette, con- 
taining the text of (1) the Companies Rules, 19235, 
and (2) Notice No. 429 of 1923, which abolishes the 
limitation of the use of ginnery sites to cotton 
purposes only. These may be consulted by British 
firms interested on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1. : 





FINNISH ICE DUES REGULATIONS. 


The Finnish Consul-General in London has for- 
warded a copy of the Regulations at present in force 
in Finland, concerning the levying of Ice Dues from 
ships during the winter season from 1st December to 
30th April. 

The copy of Regulations referred to may be con- 
sulted by British firms interested on application to 
the Department of Overseas Trade (Shipping and 
Transport Section), 73, Basinghall Street, London, 


E.C. 2. 





INDUSTRIAL EXPANSION IN GREECE. 


There are signs that industry is developing, and 
some of the prominent Greek business men who have 
hitherto been engaged purely in mercantile opera- 
tions are investing capital in industrial companies 
and creating groups for the establishment of new and 
the modernisation of old factories, states the Com- 
mercial Secretary at Athens in his recent Report on 
the Industrial and Economic Situation in Greece. 

The Ergani woollen weaving mills at Salonica 
were turned into a limited company at the end of 
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1921, and other mills have been established at Volo 
and Naoussa. One or two oil presses in Crete have 
added soap-boiling to their activities; cigarette 


factories and a spirit distillery are being highly ~ 


developed. 

The influx of refugees from Asia Minor has 
encouraged the establishment of carpet factories, in 
some of which well-known British carpet importers 
have interested themselves. ‘There are now three in 
Athens and one each in Megara, at Myconos, Hydra 
and Mitylene, each possessing from 10 to 55 looms, 
and, taking smaller establishments into considera- 
tion, there are probably 150 looms in existence 
employing 400 workpeople and producing 5,000 
square metres of carpets annually. What was 
formerly a handicraft is now likely to become a 
regular industry, as neither labour nor capital are 
lacking, and it is estimated that even if only one- 
fifth of the Asia Minor industry is transferred to 
Greece as a result of the Smyrna catastrophe, some- 
thing like 140,000 square metres of carpets, valued at 
85 million drachmae, will be produced per annum. 

The textile industries, though making some pro- 
gress, have suffered from a gradually increasing 
preference on the part of the peasant population for 
varied ‘‘ European ’’ materials in place of the 
limited range of local fabrics with which they have 
been content for many years. 





WITHDRAWAL OF JAPANESE RESTRIC- 

TIONS ON USE OF TELEGRAPH CODES. 

The Department of Overseas Trade is informed 
from a reliable source that the restrictions in Japan 
on the use of telegraph codes have been withdrawn in 
areas not under martial law. 





UNITED STATES COAL COMMISSION 
REPORTS. 

The Commercial Counsellor at Washington has 
forwarded copies of the three final Reports handed 
to the President of the United States by the United 
States Coal Commission on 22nd September last. 

The first of these documents recapitulates and 
reviews, in a general way, the work done and the 
investigations made by the Commission. The 
second treats of the storage of coal and the third 
with questions of engineering and management in 
the coal mining industry. 

United Kingdom firms interested may consult 
these Reports on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 


240) 
S.W. 1. 


9 





GUATEMALAN MINING CODE. 

The Acting Vice-Consul at Guatemala has for- 
warded a translation of the Presidential Decree No. 
838, dated 10th September, and published in the 
Official Gazette of 13th September, in virtue of 
which the transitory dispositions of the Mining Code 
of the Republic are prorogued for another ten years, 

The Acting Vice-Consul states that owing to the 
lack of communications in some cases and the high 
cost of transportation in others, no mining opera- 
tions of any importance have been carried out up 
to now. The planned construction of the railway 
line from Zacapa to the Salvador boundary, which 
will traverse the rich mining district of Alotepeque 
and Concepcion, in the Department of Chiquimula, 
may stimulate after its completion mining 
operations in this district. 

The translation referred to may be consulted by 
United Kingdom firms interested on application to 
the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1. 





Special Articles. 





THE EARTHQUAKE IN JAPAN. 





SOME ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES. 


(By Sir Edward Crowe, C.M.G., Commercial 
Counsellor, British Consulate-General, Yokohama.) 


Even to-day, nearly eight weeks after the earth- 
quake, it is impossible to forecast, with any degree 
of accuracy, what Japan’s requirements from abroad 
will be, but, in view of the unparalleled destruction, 
it is certain that there will be openings for British 
trade. The object of this article is to indicate to 
British manufacturers and merchants some of the 
directions in which opportunities are likely to occur. 

While no official estimate of the damage has yet 
been issued, it is certain that the amount must be 
very large. ‘The insured value of the buildings and 
goods destroyed affords some basis for the calcula- 
tion, and to this sum must be added the value of the 
Government buildings, railways, roads, docks, naval 
and military arsenals and dockyards, oil, fuel, etc., 
all of which would naturally not be insured. It is 
obvious, therefore, that Japan has received a very 
severe financial blow, but fortunately the important 
agricultural, sericultural, manufacturing and 
mining districts were unharmed, so that a great deal 
of the damage can be repaired from Japan’s own 
resources. 

The energetic steps taken by the new Government, 
which came into power a few days before the 
disaster, appear to have been successful, and the 
latest news from Japan is distinctly encouraging. 
The emergency measures, such as the moratorium, 
have proved to be effective, and the financial 
machinery of the country is said to have now practi- 
cally returned to ordinary conditions. Considerable 
sums are to be advanced from the Treasury to the 
Hypothee Bank of Japan, which in turn will accom- 
modate those who are in urgent need of funds for the 
construction or repair of their dwellings or office 
buildings. Money required for the resumption of 
commercial transactions and industrial work will be 
provided on the security of real property or through 
the medium of co-operative societies. It -would 
appear, therefore, that the Government have decided 
to support the banks and that the banks, in their 
turn, will do their best to help the public to tide. 
over the difficulties of an exceptionally trying time. 
For immediate needs the Treasury have sufficient 
funds in hand, so that there is no prospect at the 
moment of the flotation of a big recqnstruction loan, 
although, no doubt, money will be required from 
abroad in the future. A Capital Restoration Board 
has been established comprising all the members of 
the Cabinet, representatives of the leading political 
parties and the principal financial interests, but it 
will be some time before this Board can come to any 


definite decisions. 
Tur PROBLEM OF PRICES. 


One of the great difficulties confronting the 
Government will be the checking of profiteering. 
Various measures have been proposed. At one time 
it was suggested that purchases abroad should be 
effected through a group of five of the leading 
Japanese firms, but this proposal has now been 
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dropped, and it would appear more probable that 
an official buying commission will be appointed 
abroad through which most transactions will be 
carried out, but the details have not been decided 


on. 


In view of the grave question of unemployment in 
this country, it has often been asked whether the 
disaster in Japan will open up new avenues of trade 
or will call for greater quantities of goods which are 
already being supplied to that market and _ thus 
alleviate unemployment. It is necessary, first, to 
consider trade as a whole and, secondly, individual 
lines. Although Japan has suffered enormous 
losses, she still has considerable wealth, the result of 
her accumulations during the war, and she will there- 
fore be in a better position to replace her losses than 
would be most other countries in their present 
impoverished state. Osaka, Kobe and Nagoya, 
which are the principal centres of manufacture, have 
not been affected by the earthquake. All the 
factories in these districts will therefore work at high 
pressure in order to cope with the requirements of 
Tokio, Yokohama and Yokosuka and the many minor 
towns in the earthquake zone. 

Will the manufacturers and merchants of the 
Kwansai or Western districts be sufficiently patriotic 
to keep their prices at a low level, or will the 
natural tendency to advance prices be followed? If 
the prices for goods of domestic manufacture are 
raised too high, foreign goods, on many of which it 
must be remembered the Customs duty has been tem- 
porarily removed, will be given an opportunity of 
competing. 


PAYING FoR FoREIGN Goops. 


However much the Authorities may desire that the 
requirements of the devastated area be made 
good from native mills, the very fact that 
they have suspended Customs duties for a 
time shows that they appreciate that the 
sufferers must be allowed to buy goods as cheaply 
as possible, and that for this reason a free and 
unprotected market is a necessity. But the Japanese 
purse is not inexhaustible; if there are to be 
considerable imports, there must also be exports with 
which to pay for these goods. The revenue of the 
country will naturally be considerably reduced, 
taxation will necessarily produce less and expenses 
will increase. ‘To take one item alone, an item 
which is frequently ignored in calculations of trade 
balances. ‘The destruction of the hotels and the 
difficulties of securing aecommodation, to say 
nothing of the fear of earthquakes, will 
undoubtedly have a_ serious eftect on the tourist 
traffic, and there will accordingly be a loss corres- 
ponding to the large amount which foreign visitors 
used to expend in hotels and the purchase of curios, 
etc. Where is the necessary money to come from? 
The obvious reply in the case of Japan is silk. 
Fortunately the silk producing districts were not 
affected by the earthquake. It 1s true that Yoko- 
hama, which was the place of export for silk, and in 
which the silk exchange, Government conditioning 
house and all the silk firms were centres has been 
destroyed, but the silk business will still be carried on. 
Provided that the price is not forced to too high a 
point, thus affording artificial silk a still better 
chance of competing, America will continue to buy 
the raw material for the requirements of her big 
silk industry, and Japan will thus be enabled to find 
the money with which to buy foreign goods. But it 
must be remembered that if the factories of Osaka, 
Kobe and Nagoya are going to turn out goods for 
the re-stocking of Tokio and Yokohama, the export 
of goods from Osaka to China and other parts of 
Asia will pro tanto be reduced. Even before the 





OctroBER 25, 1923. 


SPECIAL ARTICLES—Continued. 





earthquake there was an excess balance of imports, 
as will be seen from the following table :— 


FoREIGN TRavE OF JAPAN (in million y en) 


ip eaeer of 








Import. E xport. | Total. 

Annual : average of | five years 

before war 1909-1913... 544 496 1,040 ‘Import 48 
Annual average war period | | 

1914-1918 ‘ee ose 918 1,198 | 2,116 | Export 280 
1919... fan eee os | Rave 2,099 | 4,272 Import 74 
192C ... — sa wo | eee 1,948 | 4,284 | Import 388 
1921. om iad a 1,614 1,203 | 2,867 | Import wet 
1922. dia 1,690 1,638 | 3,528 | Import 25 

1923 (Janu: y-April) sie 695 490 | 1,185 Import 203 





While we may assume that the silk business, 
which accounts for nearly 50 per cent. of the 
exports, will continue to be prosperous, it is not 
improbable, as explained above, that other exports 
will be reduced with the result that the excess of 
imports will reach very large dimensions. 


A PossrspLE FoREIGN LOAN. 


But Japan’s financiers are amongst the ablest in 
the world, and they will know best whether they 
need a foreign loan and when they will need it. 
Notwithstanding the many rumours which have been 
circulated about the immediate flotation of a recon- 
struction loan abroad, nothing definite has been 
decided by the Japanese Government, but an indica- 
tion of their views is obtainable from the following 
paragraph which appears in a telegram from the 
Minister of Finance: 

It need hardly be said, however, that a considerable 
amount of money will be required for carrying out the recon- 
struction works which will possibly extend over a long 
period in the future, including such works as town planning 
with a view to broadening the streets, the complete restora- 
tion of communication systems, waterworks and sewage 
systems, etc. In connection with the above reconstruction 
in the devastated area, attention will naturally be drawn to 
the fact that, considering the enormous quantities of various 
building materials requisite for the work, some of them 
cannot ‘possibly be supplied from the home market and must 
inevitably be obtained abroad, which will, as a matter of 
course, require no small amount of money for payment 
against these purchases. In order to facilitate this pay- 
ment without disturbing the home money market, the 

Government may sometime resort to an e xpedient by which 

the foreign purchases will be paid for with the money to be 

raised in the foreign market, but it is impossible at the 
present moment to “fix the amount to be raised thus, for 
nothing whatever detinite can be determined before the 
reconstruction scheme is formulated and the credit required 


for it is voted in the Diet. 


Having thus premised that Japan may lack the 
necessary funds for the immediate purchase of all 
the goods which she will require, and that she will 
like an individual similarly situated—have to cut 
her coat according to the cloth—we must consider 
what there is which she needs at once. The destruc- 
tion of foodstuffs was apparently not very large, and 
most of the necessary supplies will come from sources 
other than the United Kingdom. 





URGENT SUPPLIES. 


which is the principal need in the 
erection of temporary buildings, will mostly be 
purchased from the United States, Canada and 
Siberia, but there should be a demand for black 
sheets and galvanised sheets, in which this country 
should have a good chance of securing a large 
portion of business. It is understood that although 
communications have been restored to a certain 
extent, a great deal of damage was done to railways, 
tramways and to the telephone and telegraphic 
systems. Large quantities of wire and instruments 
will be required to replace what has been destroyed. 
Rolling stock will be needed for the tramways s and 
the Railway Department will also probably make 
considerable purchases. 


Luniber., 
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Lhe Yokohama Harbour suffered serious damage, 
while the Naval Port of Yokosuka was also injured. 
The shipbuilding yards at Yokohama, Kawasaki and 
Ishikawajima are reported to have been destroyed. 
Even though the shipbuilding industry is at the 
moment inactive these yards will need to be repaired. 
Some time ago there was a scheme on foot for the con- 
struction of a great harbour in Tokio, but in view of 
the more urgent need of funds for other purposes, it 
is probable that this proposal will be dropped and 
that the Authorities will concentrate on the restora- 
tion of Yokohama as the principal Northern harbour 
for the large ocean-going steamers which are now 
needed for the Pacific trade. In view of the com- 
plete destruction of Yokohama, it is certain that 
appliances like cranes and transporters will be 
needed, and doubtless the opportunity will be seized 
to improve communication between Yokohama and 
Tokio. 

In the past, goods were sent from Yokohama to 
Tokio either by lighter up the Bay, which was often 
rather a dangerous journey, or by railway, as the 
single road connecting these two towns was very 
narrow and unsuited for fast motor traffic. A new 
road was under construction, but it is not certain 
whether this was much affected by the earthquake. 
Now that the houses along the old road have been 
destroyed the Authorities may decide to build good 
motor roads connecting Yokohama and various dis- 
tributing points in Tokio, thus arranging for the 
fast motor transport of goods from the harbour to the 
capital. Roads all over the earthquake zone 
suffered severely, and there will consequently be a 
demand for road-making materials, steam rollers and 


the like. 


MACHINERY AND STEEL. 


A considerable amount of machinery was damaged 
in the textile mills in the neighbourhood of Tokio 
and Yokohama. Nearly 500,000 cotton spindles 
were destroyed and about 400,000 were temporarily 
put out of action. ‘The large waste silk mill of the 
Fuji Gas Company near Yokohama, which was the 
largest mill of its kind in the world, was destroyed, 
while a large proportion of the woollen and worsted 
mills in the Tokio district are said to have been 
damaged. It is not certain yet what stocks of cotton 
and woollen textiles were destroyed, but as most of 
the big department stores and many of the tailors’ 
shops were burnt, while the private clothing of very 
large numbers of people was also consumed by fire, 
it is certain that there will be a demand for both 
cotton and woollen textiles for some time to come. 

One of the most important lines in which business 
can be developed is that of structural steel. During 
the next few years large quantities of steel and iron 
bars and angles and other varieties will be needed 
for the work which is to be taken in hand, but it is 
probable that the first phases of reconstruction work 
will be of a temporary nature and will consist of 
wooden buildings. As regards metals, there will 
naturally be severe competition both from America 
and Belgium. The greater part of the damage in 
Tokio was caused by the fire which followed the 
earthquake, and there will, therefore, no doubt, be 
a demand for various types of fire-fighting appli- 
ances, while fire-resisting materials may probably 
‘* called for in the erection of the modern type of 

ouse. 


OTHER MATERIALS NECESSARY. 


One of the districts in Tokio which suffered the 
greatest destruction was Kanda, where nearly all 
the bookshops and libraries were situated. This will 
mean that the publishing houses will require large 
quantities of paper and printing ink for the produc- 
tion of the books which will be needed by students 
and school children. Some of the Tokio booksellers’ 
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shops had very fine supplies of foreign technical 
works, and as these will all have been burned, they 
will need to be replaced with further books. While 
dealing with the question of school supplies, there 
will probably be an increased demand for pencils 
and steel pens. In lines of this kind, although the 
total trade does not reach very large figures, it is 
of sufficient size to interest a few firms. As another 
example of a small but growing trade, one might 
mention stainless steel cutlery. There were a large 
number of foreign-style restaurants in Tokio where 
foreign cutlery was used. As people will continue 
to want foreign meals, this cutlery will have to be 
replaced. The earthenware, however, used in 
restaurants would be supplied locally from Japan, as 
Nagoya, which is the centre of the pottery trade, 
was not affected. 

There is a very large photographic business done 
in Japan, and two of the biggest companies supply- 
ing the country have their headquarters in the 
capital. If their offices and stocks were destroyed, 
there will be a demand for photographic materials 
because, although this is in the nature of a luxury, 
the Japanese have become so enamoured of photo- 
graphy that it is unlikely that they would be 
prepared to give it up pending better times. 

In Yokohama one of the largest breweries in the 
country was put out of action. The biggest bottle 
factory in the country, which had two Owen bottle- 
making machines, was also in the earthquake 
zone. The enormous dumps of bottles will 


no doubt have been shattered by the fires 
which raged all round them, so that new 
bottles will be needed by the various 


breweries established in other parts of the country, 
and chemicals for glass-making will be wanted. 
Large quantities of sheet and plate glass will also be 
required. Incidentally it is of interest to note that 
according to some reports the buildings which had 
very large window space stood the earthquake worse 
than buildings with smaller window space, and it is 
possible, therefore, that the new shops to be erected 
will take the smaller type of window. 

Not only will heavy chemicals be needed for the 
elass and paper industries, but large quantities of 
light chemicals and drugs will also have to be 
imported, especially in view of the sanitary condi- 
tions in Tokio, which at the present time are reported 
to be not very good. Many of the hospitals were 
destroyed, as were the shops supplying surgical 
instruments, so that, although these are manu- 
factured in Japan to a considerable extent, there 
ought to be a demand for special types of surgical 
instruments, also for  violet-ray and X-ray 
apparatus, while there will also be needed supplies of 
different types of scientific instruments and also of 
metres. 

The preceding paragraphs will have given some 
indication of the possibilities in which additional 
trade can be done with Japan, and there are, of 
course, many others. 


APPLICATION OF TRADE Factnities Act. 


Many questions have been asked as to the possi- 
bility of applying the Trade Facilities Act to British 
business with Japan. By the Trade Facilities Acts 
of 1921 and 1922 the Treasury is empowered, on the 
advice of an Advisory Committee, to guarantee the 
principal and interest of loans raised by any govern- 
ment, public authority, or any corporation, or other 


body of persons, provided the proceeds of the loans 


will be expended in this country in such a way as to 
relieve unemployment. The maximum amount of 
capital which may be guaranteed under these 
Acts is fixed by the Acts at £50,000,000 and 
up to the present about £37,000,000 have 
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been allocated, leaving a balance of £13,000,000. 
These Acts will expire on 9th November 
next, but the Government announced in_ the 
House of Commons before Parliament rose _ that 
the Act would be renewed. The position is briefly, 
therefore, that the Treasury is still empowered to 
guarantee loans totalling £13,000,000 for capital 
undertakings which will help to relieve unemploy- 
ment in this country. The advantages of this 
scheme for the rehabilitation of Japan are obvious 
since if a guarantee of the British Government is 
obtained the money will be raised on practically the 
same terms as the British Government itself can 
borrow, say, approximately 5 per cent. 

Any companies in Japan which wish to bring for- 

ward schemes which come within the Trade F acilities 
Act are recommended to communicate at once with 
the Trade Facilities Act Advisory Committee, 16, 
Finsbury Circus, E.C. 2.; Telephone Number, 
London Wall 1209. The following points might 
with advantage be borne in mind by applicants in 
order to save them from bringing forward schemes 
which would not be suitable. 


(1) The power of the Treasury under the Trade 
Facilities Act is limited to a guarantee of 
loans. They cannot guarantee any Share 
Japital. 
(2) The Committee prefer to deal with large 
ae utility undertakings rather than small 
and speculative enterprises, thus the typical 
ease which would probably appeal to the 
Committee would be an application for assist- 
ance by a large Electric Lighting Company 
in Japan which, as a result of the earthquake, 
might have had one of its power stations 
destroyed. 
The limit of the sum, for which a guarantee 
can be given, is the c.i.f. cost of the materials 
purchased in this country, and the Committee 
would have to be satisfied not only that the 
expenditure of this money would be produc- 
tive of revenue, and therefore economically 
justifiable, but also that the Company could 
itself provide from other sources the money 
needed to instal the machinery and to provide 
the necessary working capital and that the 
Yompany itself was in a reasonably strong 
financial position, 


SUGGESTIONS FoR BritisH TRADERS. 


The difficulty which some manufacturers and mer- 
chants will encounter is in knowing how to set 
about securing a portion of the trade which may be 
offering. Many firms have their representatives in 
Japan, others have been doing business for several 
vears with the British and Japanese firms already 
established there. They naturally know how busi- 
ness with Japan should be conducted. This article 
is more particularly intended for the guidance of 
firms who have not had the nec essary experience. It 
is difficult to lay down any hard and fast rules, but 
both the Department of Overseas Trade and the 
British “ena in Tokio will be glad to advise 
manufacturers or merchants who w ish to do business 
with Japan as to their best course of action. It must 
be remembered that there are several old established 
and highly reliable British firms who have had great 
experience in trade with Japan. These firms have 
suffered heavy losses, and, in order to enable them to 
recover their position and to uphold British prestige 
in the Far East, it is advisable that British manu- 
facturers should take into consideration the placing 
of their agencies with these firms, so as to help them 
out of a very difficult position. Many of these firms 
had offices in Kobe as well as in Yokohama, so that, 
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although there has been considerable disorganisation 
as a result of the earthquake, they will, with the 
support of the banks, be in a position to carry out 
any buiness which is entrusted to them. 

The Japanese people possess courage, determina- 
tion and energy to the highest degree. ‘These are the 
virtues which are required if a stricken area is to be 
converted not into its former state, but into a con- 
dition of greater prosperity. Japan has already 
earned the admiration of the world by the ssinitiions 
progress she has made, but those who know her well 
feel assured that she will surprise the world even 
more by the manner in which she will recover from 
this terrible disaster. 





WHOLESALE PRICES IN GERMANY. 


OFFICIAL INDEX NUMBER. 


The course of paper mark prices in the wholesale 
markets during the last few weeks is represented by 
the Official Index Number published in ‘‘ Wirtschaft 
und Statistik ’’ to have been as follows :— 


Average Prices of Year 1913=1. 





4th September, 1928 ... 2,981,532 
llth September, 1928 ... 11,513,231 
18th September, 1923 ... 36,009,188 
25th September, 1928 ... 36,2''0,000 
2nd October, 1923 84. 900,000 
9th October, 1923 _ 807, 400,000 


During the latter part of athatiieas the advance 
of prices was brought, momentarily, to a_ stand- 
still by a recovery of the exchanges, but the renewed 
collapse in October raised the level of prices higher 
than ever. Shown by groups of commodities, the 
position at the latest dates for which detailed par- 
ticulars have been published was as under, figures 


being given both for paper mark prices and gold 


mark prices, estimated by allowing for the rise in 
the New York exchange at the dates to which the 
index numbers relate :— 











In Millions of Paper In Gold Marks. 
Marks 1913=1. 1913=100. 
Groups of Commodities. September September 
October October 
2nd. | ee 4 | 2nd. 
Av’ge.| 25th. Av'ge. 25th. 








| 
| 
| 
| 


I. Grain and Potatoes! 12°1 18°9 38° 4 
II. Fats, Sugar, Meat 


| d1°3 65°5 50°3 

















and Fish.. 25°9 41°6 77°7 110°1 144°2 101°9 
III. Coffee, Cocoa, Hops, 
etc. 27°9 45°5 102°7 118°5 157°7 | 134°3 
iv. miuceahd Leather.. 34: q 455 1291 (1460 157°9 | 169°4 
Vv. Textiles... o8°9) , 482) «=«:125°7 «| 163°3):167°3) | «1649 
VI. Metals and Petrol- | 
eum 28°2 37°1 89°9 119°8 128°8 117°9 
VII. Coal and Iron en OR 61°5 (1625 |170°4 213°3 | 213°1 
Total Foodstuffs . fe 16°4 26°6 52°0 69°7 | 90°3 68°2 
» Materials ...| 38°0 55°3 145°1 161°5 | 191°9 190°4 
, German Goods ...| 22°3 34°6 | 79°4 94°5 |120°1 104°1 
™ imported Goods ...| 32°4 44°2 110°0 137°6 153°3 144°3 
Total: All ( ‘ommoditie s...1 oo 36°2 84°5 101°7 125°7 110°8 





ed 








The differences in the levels of gold prices (com- 
pared with pre-war) of various groups are most 
striking. The index number for the coal and iron 
group (213°1 on 2nd October) is considerably above 
the level of world prices; while, on the other hand, 
the index number for grain and potatoes (50°3) is far 
below the level of world prices. On the whole, food- 
stuffs, with an index number of 682, are excee dingly 
cheap in terms of gold marks, while materials have 
an index number of 190°4, which is higher than the 
index number for materials in the United States. 
The level of prices of imported goods on 2nd October 
was about 40 per cent. higher than that of goods of 
German origin. 

Concerning the relation between the level of 
wholesale and retail prices, ‘‘ Wirtschaft und 
Statistik ’’ gives the following index numbers for 
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twelve important foodstuffs in the wholesale and 
retail trade in Berlin ; :— 








— —_—— — 

















| In Gold | _ Retail 
In Paper Marks. Marks, Prices as 
Date. - apeeenoe Percentage 
Wholesale. | Retail. y | Retail.) ee 
sale sale Prices. 
1913... re I ae a4 137 
July, 1923 112,066 65,874 1°24 0°74 84 
August, 1923 ...| 1 070, 806 | 804,262 | 1°16 | 0°84 100 
September, 1923 | 26,030, 204 | 19,216,665 1°29 | 0°95 100 
24th Sept., 1923) 49,750,146 | 42,035,476; 1°42 , 1°21 116 
Ist October, 1923) 89,817,900 | 50,104,000 | 1°55 | 0°86 78 
8th October, 1923|283, 144,000 188, 504,000' 1°42 | 0-94 / 95 











It appears that the sihdidiled of retail prices of 
foodstuffs in Berlin lags considerably behind the 
advance of wholesale prices, and, in fact, the last 
column in the above table indicates that at certain 
dates the retail price of foodstuffs has been absolutely 
below the wholesale price. 
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[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the “‘ Journal,’’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
sel vPS a] 





AUSTRALIAN SUGAR CROP. 


At a recent meeting of the Council of the 
Australian Sugar Producers’ Association, reported 
by the ‘‘ Industrial Australian,’’ it was stated that 
the anticipated surplus of which so much had been 
heard had been very largely dissipated through the 
failure of the crops to realise former estimates, and 
it now appeared that the surplus to be carried over 
from the 1923 crop would not be more than 22,000 
tons. Under normal conditions 17,000 to 20,000 
tons were ordinarily carried over to supply consump- 
tion until the comtng in of the new season’s sugar. 
Only on two occasions had Australia produced more 
sugar than was required for her own consumption, 
and that had been under exceptional conditions. 





TOBACCO GROWING IN WESTERN 


AUSTRALIA. 


The Agent-General in London for Western 
Australia states that the Municipal Gardener at 
Kitchener Park, Subiaco, has demonstrated the 
suitability of local conditions for the cultivation of 
tobacco. 

Highly satisfactory results have been obtained 
from an experimental plot, the leaf, when stripped 
and cured, being of an exceptionally good quality 
and fine aroma. The Department of Agriculture has 
requested that 5,000 plants be raised from specially 
selected seed, for distribution in various parts of the 
State. The results are awaited with keen interest. 





TRADE OF JAFFA IN AUGUST. 


According to the Commercial Bulletin, published 
by the Palestine Department of Commerce and 
Industry, the imports into Jaffa during August last 
amounted to 7 7,839 tons, valued at £E.1 545 213, being 
a decrease in weight of approximately 129 tons and 
an increase in value of £§£.1,322 as compared with 
the previous month, and a “decrease of 956 tons as 
compared with August. 1922. The principal imports 
included textiles £E.31,359, timber £F.11.869, ben- 
zine £E.8,516. small wares £E.6,035, oils £E.5,911, 
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clothing £E 
£1H.5,484. 

The export trade in August last naatei to 1,173 
tons, valued at £E.25,289, being a decrease in 
weight of 134 tons and £E. 2,175 in value as com- 
pared with the previous month, and an increase of 
115 tons as compared with August, 1922. The prin- 
cipal exports included soap £E.9,239, liquors 
£E.3,774 and lupins £E.1,976. The principal 
recipients of these exports included Egypt 
£E.13,529, Syria £E.2,238 and the United Kingdom 
£E.1,860. 


.0,194, flour £E.5,770 and ironware 





STRAITS SETTLEMENTS IMPORT AND 
EXPORT VALUES. 


The Statistical Office at Singapore has recently 
issued a Return dealing primarily with import and 
export price fluctuations in 1922, but which also 
reviews the same movements during the past 33 
years, viz., from 1890 onwards. 

Passing from the earlier years to the period 1915- 
22, the year 1913 is taken as the basic year for post- 
war comparisons. The statistics are based on 
average declared values, and it is assumed that, 
allowance being made for the influence of differing 
proportions of the various grades and quantities, a 
list of average declared values for a series of years 
may be accepted as fairly representative of price 
changes. 

From a table of 40 representative articles of 
import, the mean index numbers of average declared 
values is found to be as follows : — 


1913. 1919. 1920. 1921. 1922. 


— a —_—-+--—-- = 


100 235°5 308°3 223: 4 178°9 


The export values index numbers are found from 
the average declared values of rubber, copra, 
gambier, tapioca, black pepper, white pepper, sago 
and tin, and are as follows :— 


Year. | Year. 
LR a 100 | es 137 
DEE Sh acbatccacstce R4 gO le 181 
Ati jndhcwckdek 104 i ctcteicesiedd 155 
Be dladiitdddvends 123 | BE Li dceadidaeniis 97 
BOE itnndeddidases 128 | 


From the import numbers it is satisfactory to see 
that the rise in the cost of living attributable to the 
war is showing a steady fall. Concerning the export 
of raw materials, the position of the exporter is, as 
regards prices obtainable, very much where it was 
before the war, but far heavier costs of production 
have to be met, with a consequent reduction in 
profits. The current year, however, should show a 
higher index number of average prices of exports 
owing to the substantial rise in the market prices of 
rubber and tin since the close of 1922. States 
Information Agency, London. 








UNITED STATES BUSINESS CONDITIONS. 


The Representative in London of the Irving 
Bank-Columbia Trust Company, New York, has 
received a cable from headquarters stating that 
retail and jobbing trade conditions are irregular. 
The Department of Labour’s index number for 
wholesale prices of over 300 commodities on Ist 
September was 2? per cent. above August. Bond 
sales in August amounted to 156,679,000 dols. 
General production i in the steel industry i is estimated 
to be about 85 per cent. of capacity. Anthracite 
coal production in the first six months of 1925 
totalled 71,264,000 tons, as against 28,673,000 tons 
in the corresponding period of last year. Bitu- 
minous coal production totalled 413,000,000 tons 
271,000,000 tons. 
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Exhibitions and Fairs. 


HAVANA INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE FAIR. 

The first of a series of annual Sample Fairs is to 
be held in Havana from 9th to 24th February, 1924. 

The British Vice-Consul at Havana reports to the 
Department of Overseas Trade that American and 
Spanish firms are expected to participate strongly, 
and it is hoped that British firms will spare no effort 
to make the British exhibits a prominent feature of 
the show. 

The exhibits will be divided into 24 groups, 
representing almost every industry, and the alloca- 
tion of space will be divided into three classes, as 
follows : — 


Class A.—The price per department for a single 
exhibitor is 240 dols., but two or three firms may 
rent a department through mutual agreement at a 
reduced rate. Thus for two exhibitors the price per 
department is 300 dols. and for three exhibitors 330 
dols. A department measures 4 metres wide by 3 
metres deep and 4 metres in height. 

Class B.—F loor space in the pavilion of the Fair, 
price 20 dols. per square metre, minimum 5 square 
metres. All the ceilings in this class are over 4 
metres high. 

Class C.—Installation on the uncovered grounds 
of the Fair, price per square metre 12 dols., 
minimum space 5 square metres. 


Applications for space (forms for which are avail- 
able at the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, Westminster, S.W. 1) must be made 
to the National Office of International Commercial 
Relations, National Bank of Cuba Building, 254, 


Havana, Republic of Cuba. 


EXHIBITION OF DAIRY PRODUCE AT 
MILAN. 


With reference to the Notice in the ‘‘ Journal ”’ of 
20th September (page 297), the Department of Over- 
seas Trade is now informed that the Exhibition of 
Dairy Produce, which was to have been held in 
Milan next month, is postponed until April, 1924. 
This postponement is stated to be partly in deference 
to the desire of American exhibitors, at present occu- 
pied with a similar exhibition at Washington, to be 
represented at Milan. 

British firms may wish to avail themselves of the 
opportunity of participation offered by the postpone- 
ment. Applications and enquiries should be 
addressed to the Direzione Generale, Milano, via 


Tigli 7. 
BANDOENG TEA CONGRESS. 


The Department of Overseas Trade is informed 
that a Tea Congress is to be held in Bandoeng, 
Netherland East Indies, from 2lst to 24th June, 
1924, in connection with the Annual Bandoeng Fair, 
which will be held from 21st June to 6th July. 

The technical progress effected in recent years in 
the machinery employed in the cultivation and pre- 
paration of tea, the improvement in the methods 
of cultivation, the use of mechanical means of 
transport, etc., should, ‘moreover, lend a special 
interest to the Congress. 

Fuller information may be had on application to 
the Secretariat Jaarbeursgebouw (Fair Building), 
Menadostraat, Bandoeng, Netherland East Indies. 


VIENNA SAMPLE FAITR. 


The fifth bi-annual Vienna Sample Fair was held 
between 2nd and 8th September, immediately after 
the Leipsic Fair, in order that visitors might lose 
no time between the two. Both the number of 
exhibitors and visitors, and the business done, have 
marked a further stage forward in the expansion of 
this institution, states the Commercial Secretary at 
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Vienna. ‘The circumstances were, on the whole, 
fairly favourable, apart from the conditions in 
Germany, as this was the first occasion since the 
stabilisation of the crown when the Fair has not been 
interfered with by strikes. A new feature was the 
section for Austrian agricultural produce and wine, 
but the idea of foreign national pavilions for food- 
stuffs and raw materials has not yet been realised. 

Although the space available for stands in the 
Prater has been considerably extended, the demand 
for space had increased in a much greater propor- 
tion and many exhibitors either failed to get stands 
or had to be content with reduced space. 


FOREIGN EXHIBITORS AND VISITORS. 


Twelve foreign countries were represented. 
Germany exhibited in no less than 24 of the 36 
groups, showing, for the most part, textiles, 
machinery and electrical goods, books and jewellery. 
With prices calculated on a gold basis, however, the 
(sermans were not able to undersell other exhibitors, 
as has formerly happened; indeed, their prices were 
frequently higher and their business was further 
handicapped by doubts on the part of the buyers as 
to their ability to deliver to stipulated dates. 

Czecho-Slovak exhibits were the next most promi- 
nent, and consisted chiefly of textiles, glass and 
porcelain goods and Gablonz fancy wares. Hungary 
displayed electric machinery and materials, iron 
furniture and provisions. 

French exhibitors numbered 63 firms, or many 
more than at previous Fairs. The goods shown 
included silk, yarns, thread, brocade and linen, 
from Paris and Lyons motor vehicles (by 12 firms), 
perfumery, fancy leather goods, provisions and 
books. Poland sent textiles, bent wood furniture 
and leather. 

The United Kingdom was again very poorly repre- 
sented, except in motor-cycles, of ‘which several 
makes were shown. Otherwise the display was 
limited to one or two larger motor vehicles, office 
requisites and shaving soap. The number of British 
exhibitors was only about a dozen. It is regretted 
that more British firms do not realise that this Fair 
affords an inexpensive means of getting into touch 
with a large market; the buyers are not confined to 
South-Eastern Europe, but include many from the 
Levant and the Near East generally. 

Foreign visitors to the Fair were estimated at 
about 25,000, the most numerous being Czechs, Ger- 
mans, Jugo-Slavs, Poles, Roumanians and Italians, 
but over 500 Americans and 270 Egyptians attended, 
and there were in addition 45 visitors from India, 37 
from South Africa and 15 from Australia. Alto- 
vether 60 foreign countries were represented as 
against 44 at the last Fair, held in the spring, a 
number of buyers coming, for the first time, from 
Central America, Abyssinia, Malta and Cyprus. 

Business Done At THE Farr. 

According to information collected by the manage- 
ment, seven-eighths of the exhibitors declared them- 
selves satisfied with the results, and almost all 
notified their intention of exhibiting at the next 
Fair in the spring of 1924. 

The largest business was done in the following 
voods :— 

Clothing, footwear, leather, leather travelling 
requisites, fancy goods, musical instruments, office 
equipment, electrical, iron and other metal goods, 
agricultural machinery and implements, general 
machinery and vehicles. 

Fair sales were also made of jewellery, watches 
and clocks, optical luxury goods, glass, porcelain and 
earthenware, wood goods, soap and candles, per- 
fumery, combs and toilet articles and sanitary 
fittings. 
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EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS—Continued. 


FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


IMPERIAL Fruit SHow— 
Belle View Gardens, Manchester, October 26th-November 
3srd. Apply to Secretary, 18, Bedford Square, London, 
W.C. 1. 

Motor SHow— 
Olympia, November Ist-10th. ’ ; 
of Motor Manufacturers and Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall, 
London, 8.W.1. _ 

CoMMERCIAL Motor TRANSPORT RoApDS DEVELOPMENT EXHIBI- 

TION 











Olympia, November 22nd-December Ist. Organised by 
the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders, Ltd., 
83, Pall Mall, London, S.W. 1. 


BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, WHITE CITY, LONDON April 28th 
to May 9th, 1924, AND CASTLE BROMWICH AERODROME, 
BIRMINGHAM, May 12th-23rd. 

Lonpon.—Cutlery; Silver and Electro-plate; Jewel- 
lery ; Watches and Clocks; Hard Haberdashery; Glassware 
of all Descriptions; China, Earthen and Stone ware; 
Paper; Stationery, and Stationers’ Sundries and Office 
Appliances; Printing; Books; Fancy Goods, including 
Tobacconists’ Sundries; Leather Goods, including Travel- 
ling Requisites; Leather; Brushes and Brooms; Toys 
and Games; Sports Goods (including Sports Clothing) ; 
Scientific and Optical Instruments; Medical and Surgical 
Instruments and Appliances; Spectacle Ware and Opticians’ 
Supplies; Photographic and Cinematograph Apparatus and 
Requisites ; Musical Instruments; Furniture of Wood, Cane, 
and Wicker; Bedsteads and Bedding; Carpets, Linoleum, 
etc.; Basketware; Chemicals, Light and Heavy; Domestic 
Chemical Products; Drugs and Druggists’ Sundries; Per- 
fumery; Dyes, Foodstuffs (Prepared and Preserved) and 
Beverages; Confectionery (Sugar and Chocolate); Tobacco. 
Cigarettes, and Cigars. Apply to:—Department of Over- 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 

BIRMINGHAM.—Lighting Plant for Electricity; Gas, 
Oil, etc.; Cooking Stoves and Utensils, including Alumi- 
nium, Enamelware, etc.; Foundry Appliances; General 
Hardware, including Builders’, Marine, and Household 
Ironmongery of all Descriptions; General Machinery of all 
Descriptions, and Small Tools; Mill Furnishing; India- 
rubber Goods for Industrial and Household Purposes ; 
Motor Cycles and Cycles; Accessories for Motor Cars, 
Cycles, and Aeroplanes; Weighing and Measuring Appli- 
ances, and Instruments; Sanitary Appliances; Paints, 
Colours, and Varnishes, and Painters’ Requisites; Railway 
Equipment; Metals of all Descriptions (excluding Precious 
Metals; Agricultural and Horticultural Machinery, and 
Implements; Mining, Colliery, and Quarrying- Plant; 
Brewing and Distilling Plant; Metal Furniture for House, 
Shop, Office, Garden, and Camp Use, including Bedsteads ; 
Building Construction ; Perambulators, Mailcarts, and Push- 
chairs; Saddlery and Harness; Firearms; Fishing Rods 
and Tackle; Tubes in Copper, Lead, Brass and Steel, and 
Steam, and Pipe Fittings; Architectural and Ornamental 
Metal Work, including Gates and Fencing; Ropes of Steel 
and Hemp, Cordage, and String, Apply to :—Secretary, The 
Chamber of Commerce, 95, New Street, Birmingham. 





OVERSEAS. 


Brovussa INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION— 
September 11th-October 3lst. Under Turkish Govern- 
ment auspices. For particulars apply to Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 

INTERNATIONAL Datry CoNGRESS— 
October. 426, Star Building, Washington, D.C. 

Paris AUTOMOBILE EXHIBITION— 
Second Section.—Commercial Cars and Accessories 
October 24th-November 2nd. 

AMSTERDAM INTERNATIONAL GAS EXHIBITION— 
October 13th-Novembe~ llth. Organised by the Amster- 
dam Municipal Autho.ities. For rules apply to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, 8S.W. I. 

Tarrp INDUSTRIAL CHEMISTRY CONGRESS— 
Paris, October 21st—26th. 

BARCELONA INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF BUILDING TECHNIQUE— 
October-December. 

Buenos AIRES AUTOMOBILE EXHIBITION— 
November. Organised by ‘“ Automovil Club Argentino.” 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

AMSTERDAM PEOPLE’S Foop EXHIBITION— 
November 22nd-December 5th. 





[Notr.—The above list is not intended to include all forth- 
coming Fairs and Exhibitions throughout the world, but only 
to cover some of the more important ones. especially those of 
interest to the British manufacturer. Information regarding 
Exhibitions and Fairs other than those mentioned above is on 
file and may be obtained on application to the Exhibitions and 
Fairs Division, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1.] 


Organised by the Socitty 





_ tons in quantity and Rs. 17 lakhs in value. 
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BRITISH INDIA. 





OVERSEAS TRADE IN AUGUST. 
(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
CALCUTTA. 

The following press note relating to India’s overseas 
trade in August has been issued by the Director of 
Statistics : — 

The trade returns of British India for the month of 
August showed, as compared with the preceding month, an 
increase in the value of imports accompanied by a decrease 
in exports. The imports of private merchandise totalled 
Rs. 16,96 lakhs and showed an increase of Rs. 58 lakhs. The 
value of the exports of Indian produce and manufactures fell 
to Rs. 22,50 lakhs in August from Rs. 24,85 lakhs in the 
preceding month, and re-exports decreased by Rs. 37 lakhs 
to Rs. 92 lakhs. The comparison of the trade figures for 
August and the five months, April to August, 1923, with 
those for the preceding month and the corresponding periods 
of last year, is as follows: — 

Increase (+) or decrease (~ 


in August, 1923, com- 
ared with July, 1923. 


Month of 
July, 1923. 


Month of 
August, 1923. 


Ks. (lakhs). Rs. (lakhs). ts. (lakhs). Per cent. 
Imports...... 16,96 16,38 + 58 + 35 
Exports...... 22,50 24,85 — 235 —915 
Re-exports... 92 1,29 — 37 =~—28°7 
Increase (+) or decrease (~) 
Month of Month of in August, 1923, com- 


August, 1923. 
Ks. (lakhs). 


August, 1922. pared with August, 1922. 
Rs. (lakhs), Rs. (lakhs), Percent. 


Imports ...... 16,96 21,20 — 4,24 — 20°0 
Exports ...... 22,50 23,78 — 1,28 — 5°4 
Re-exports... 92 1,46 — 654 —37°0 


Five months ended Increase (+)or decrease (— ) 


August, in 1923. 
1923. 1922. 
Rs. (lakhs). Rs. (lakhs). Rs. (lakhs). Per cent. 
Imports ...... 91,71 92,32 — 61 — O07 
Exports ...... 133,94 144,44 + 19,50 +17°0 
Re-exports... 6,24 5,77 + 47 + 80 


Treasure on private account, including currency notes, 
showed a net import of Rs. 3,20 lakhs, as against Rs. 3,85 
lakhs in the preceding month and Rs. 2,13 lakhs in August, 
1922. The import and export figures of gold and silver 
during the five months, April to August, compared as 
follows with the corresponding period of the preceding 
year :— 


Five months ended Increase (+ ) or decrease ( ~) 


August, in 1923. 
1923. 1922. 
, Rs. (lakhs), Rs. (lakhs). Rs. (lakhs). Per cent. 
Gold imported ...... 15,64 15,96 — 32 — 3 
Gold exported ...... 4 3 + 1 + 33 
Silver imported ... 7,91 6,84 + 1,07 + 16 
Silver exported ... 58 1,37 — 84 — 61 


Measured by the statistics of merchandise, treasure, 
council bills, enfaced rupee paper, etc., the visible balance 
of trade was in favour of India to the extent of Rs. 3,03 
lakhs in August, as compared with a credit balance of 
Rs. 5,43 lakhs in July, 1923, and of Rs. 2,82 lakhs a year 
ago. During the five months ended August there was a 
favourable balance amounting to Rs. 25,37 lakhs, as against 
Rs. 12,60 lakhs in the corresponding period of the preceding 
vear. 

CHANGES IN IMPoRTS., 


As compared with August, 1922, the imports of food, 
drink, and tobacco, and raw materials decreased by Ks.15 
lakhs and Rs. 37 lakhs, respectively, and manufactured 
articles by Rs. 3,79 lakhs. Under food, drink, and tobacco 
there were decreases in the imports of salt (— Rs. 11 lakhs), 
provisions (—Rs. 6 lakhs), liquors (—Rs. 5 lakhs), while 
sugar 16 D.S. and above showed an increase of over 4,000 
Under raw 
materials, coal accounted for a decrease of Rs. 25 lakhs and 
raw silk of Rs. 13 lakhs. Of manufactured articles, the 
imports of grey and white piece-goods decreased in quantity 
from 152 million yards to 70 million yards and in value by 
Rs. 2,80 lakhs to Rs. 2,41 lakhs, as compared with August 
last year. Coloured goods, however, showed an increase of 
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Rs. 67 lakhs in value and 13 million yards in quantity. 
There were also noticeable decreases under machinery, 
including belting (— Rs. 61 lakhs), metals (— Rs. 50 lakhs), 
cotton twist and yarn (—Rs. 23 lakhs), and railway plant 
and rolling stock (— Rs. 19 lakhs). 


VARIATIONS IN Exports. 


As regards Indian exports, food, drink, and tobacco, com- 
pared with August, 1922, increased by Rs. 2,56 lakhs, 
Rs. 1,06 lakhs of which were due to larger exports of food- 
grains and Rs. 1,57 lakhs in tea. Raw materials and pro- 
duce exported decreased by Rs. 3,20 lakhs, to Rs. 7,88 lakhs. 
Raw cotton showed a decrease of Rs. 2,17 lakhs, owing to 
smaller shipments to Japan, seeds of Rs. 62 lakhs, raw jute of 
Rs. 24 lakhs, and raw wool of Rs. 20 lakhs, while lac showed 
an improvement of Rs. 14 lakhs. Manufactured goods fell by 
Rs. 60 lakhs, owing chiefly to the decrease of Rs. 11 and 
Rs. 19 lakhs under cotton piece-goods and jute manu- 
factures, respectively. The shipments of gunny bags, 
however, increased in number from 31 million to nearly 40 
million and in value from Rs. 1,72 lakhs to Rs. 1,83 lakhs, as 
compared with August, 1922. The yardage of gunny cloth 
exported increased from 117 million to 126 million yards, 
but the value showed a decrease of Rs. 32 lakhs. The 
United States, as usual, took most of the cloth exported, fol- 
lowed by Argentina, the United Kingdom, Canada and 
Australia. 


TRADE WITH FoREIGN COUNTRIES. 


The share of the United Kingdom in imports in August 
stood at 508 per cent., as in the corresponding month of 
last year, while in exports it rose from 23:5 to 30-4 per cent. 
The shares of Germany, Japan and the United States during 
the month were, respectively, 5-1, 6:1 and 5:4 per cent. 
under imports and 4:0, 7-5 and 11:0 per cent under exports. 


MovVEMENT OF SHIPPING. 

The tonnage of vessels entered into British India and 
cleared outwards with cargoes from and to foreign countries 
and British Possessions during the month amounted, respec- 
tively, to 518,000 and 599,000, as against 550,000 and 621,000 
in July, 1923, and 505,000 and 585,000 a year ago. The 
tonnage entered into and cleared from British India during 
the five months April to August was 2,704,000 and 3,295,000, 
respectively, as compared with 2,812,000 and 3,113,000 in 


the same period last year. 





CANADA. 
BRITISH COLUMBIAN LUMBER TRADE. 


According to the supplementary Report on Western 
Canada by H.M. Trade Commissioner at Vancouver, which 
is published with the Report by H.M. Trade Commissioner 
at Toronto on Financial, Industria] and Commercial Con- 
ditions in Canada (H:M. Stationery Office, price 2s. 6d. net, 
2s. 73d. post free), the importance of the lumber industry to 
British Columbia and to the Dominion of Canada cannot 
be over-estimated. The province produces about 37 per 
cent. of the total lumber cut in the Dominion, which is 
double the percentage of twelve years ago. Trade with the 
Prairie Provinces and Eastern Canada was fairly good, but 
was checked, to a certain extent, by advancing prices, 
caused principally by the continued demand for export. 
For a period during the year the industry was hampered by 
the number of forest fires, which necessitated the closing 
down of some of the logging camps. The Forestry Service 
of British Columbia, however, is now using aircraft and 
wireless for locating fires and summoning assistance, and 
are working towards a reduction of the tremendous annual 
fire hazard. In 1922 the Pacific Coast took the lead over 
Eastern forests in timber production, probably never to lose 
it. The principal species is Douglas fir, the hardest of all 
the soft woods, possessing the additional advantage of light 
weight and great durability; other varieties are red cedar, 
Sitka spruce, Western hemlock, Western pine, Western 
larch, Western white spruce and cottonwood. 





ForESTRY PRODUCTION. 


The forestry production of British Columbia for 1922 
shows a total cut of 1,899,000,000 board feet, as compared 
with 1,790,017,000 ft. in 1921, an increase of 108,983,000 ft. 
Prices were somewhat lower on the average than in 1921, 
but this has been partially offset by the cleaning-up and 
reduction of lower grades held in yards from previous years. 
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The comparative values of production in 1921 and 1922 are 
shown in the following table :— 

















1921. 1922. 

Dols. Dols. 
Lumber... 33,533,000 | 26,400,000 
Pulp and paper 13,500,000 | 12,590,000 
Shingles 7,032,000 9,750,000 
Boxes ; 2,000,000 1,726,000 
Piles, poles and mine- -props -» | 1,479,000 959,000 
Cordwood, fence- ti and mine-ties ... | 1,180,000 1,187,000 
Ties, railway 2,314,000 1,526,000 

Additional ‘value contributed “by the 

wood-using industry 2,034,000 2,000,000 
Laths and other miscellaneous ‘products 250,000 400,000 
Logs exported... me am 1,648,000 | 2,939,000 
64,970,000 | 59,477,000 





Export TRADE. 


In 1922 British Columbia, assisted by the relatively low 
ocean freight rates vid the Panama Canal, succeeded in 
building up an export trade which constituted a record and 
exceeded all expectations. The total rail shipments 
amounted to 822,000,000 ft., an increase of 70,000,000 ft. 
over 1921. The water-borne shipments amounted io 
273,146,800 ft., as compared with 188,733,299 ft. in 1921, 
a gain of 84,413,501 ft. An analysis of the principal desti- 
nations of the water-borne shipments shows the following 
purchases: Australia 55,949,129 ft., China 24,640,268 ft., 
Egypt 4,269,953 ft., India 7,053,371 ft., Japan 72,339,531 ft., 
New Zealand 4,516,862 ft., South Africa 2,415,500 ft., 
United Kingdom and Europe 12,698,383 ft., Atlantic Coast 
60,787,079 ft. and California 23,069,425 ft. 

The Panama route has placed the mills in a position to 
compete in the Eastern United States with certain native 
American lumber, with the result that large orders have 
been secured for lumber for construction purposes. The 
outlook for 1923 in the industry 1s considered to be very 
promising, particularly in the export field. 


MaRKET FOR MACHINERY. 


The equipment used in the lumber industry offers oppor- 
tunities for British trade. In addition to the special 
machinery used in sawmills and shingle mills, there are 
required logging locomotives and trucks, donkey engines, 
drag saws, wire rope, blocks, pumps and camp supplies of 
all kinds. American firms have hitherto secured a very 
large share of the trade in engineering supplies, owing to 
the adaptation of their goods to the market requirements, 
and especially to the fact that they carry stocks in 
Vancouver, either in their own branch houses or in the 
hands of a representative, and can fill orders immediately. 


SAW’AND SHINGLE MILLS. 


In 1922 there were 292 sawmills and 108 shingle mills 
operating in the province, as against 289 and 79 respectively 
in 1921. 





TRADE WITH THE UNITED STATES. 

The total value of imports for consumption from the 
United States into Canada during the twelve months ended 
3lst August, 1923, was 606,196,201 dols., as compared with 
495,604,426 dols. during the previous twelve months, whilst 
the imports for the month of August last were valued at 


54,383,868 dols., as compared with 43,602,267 dols. in 
August, 1922, states the Canadian Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics. 


PRINCIPAL IMPORTS. 


The following tables show the values of the leading imports 
during the month of August last and the twelve months 





ended 3lst August, 1922, and 3lst August, 1923, 
respectively : — 
Tw elve ‘months ended 
3ist August. 
August, 1923. 1922. 1923. 


—_—_—— 








Thou. dols. |: Thou. dols. 


Thou. dols. 





; 
) 





Agricultural and vegetable 











products vali - 6,686 79.125 78,653 
Animal products ... 2,755 34,943 34,932 
Fibres and textiles 6,328 69,375 79,033 
Wood and paper ... 3,081] 31,001 34,975 
Iron and its products 15,101 1€5,011 144,621 
Non-ferrous metals 2,603 27,809 34,233 
Non-metallic minerals ... 13,277 95,167 | 146,134 
Chemical products 1,428 18,788 | 18,952 
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Exprort TRADE. 


The total value of exports of Canadian produce to the 
United States during the twelve months ended 3lst August 
last was 407,236,825 dols., as compared with 311,572,557 dols. 
in the previous twelve months, whilst during the month of 
August last exports to the United States were valued at 
36,767,444 dols., as against 31,687,524 dols. in August, 1922. 

The following table sets out the values of the principal 
exports during August last and the twelve months ended 
8lst August, 1922, and 3lst August, 1923, respectively : — 


-—_——-_—-_ — —.— —— _- — 





Twelve months ended 
31st August. 
































| August, 1923 1922. 1923. 
| Thou. dols. | Thou. dols. | Thou. dols. 
Agricultural and vegetable | 
products “ 2,906 42,614 38,192 
Animal products ... 4,741 51,355 55,971 
Fibres and textiles vm 327 2,879 4,615 
Wood and paper ... - | 21,568 161,951 219,135 
Iron and its products... 599 5,585 11,116 
Non-ferrous metals 3,288 16,933 37,438 
Non-metallic minerals ... 1,584 14,518 22,521 
Chemical products bis 565 6,402 7,788 
Re-Export Trape. 
During the twelve months ended 31st August, 1923, 


re-exports to the United States were valued at 11,339,286 
dols., as against 11,282,517 dols. in the previous twelve 
months, whilst during August last the value of re-exports 
was 1,079,248 dols. 





EUROPE. 





DENMARK. 


IMPROVING BALANCE OF TRADE. 

Some improvement, if not very much, in the trade balance 
for August is shown by the statement just issued by the 
Danish Department of Statistics, states the ‘‘ Scandinavian 
Shipping Gazette,’’ 

The exports of Danish goods rose in value, as a matter 
of fact, from 121 million kronen in the previous month to 133 
million kr., so that August showed the best export returns of 
any month this year, while, in addition, re-exports rose from 
6 million kr. to7 million kr. On the other hand, the imports 
also increased in value, viz., from 166 to 172 million kr., with 
the result that there was a decline in the import surplus 
of only 7 million kr., this amounting to 32 million kr. at the 
end of the month, as compared with 39 million kr. at the 
close of July. 

Compared with the corresponding month of last year, how- 
ever, there has ‘been considerable improvement, the import 
surplus then having been 44 million kr. In this connection 
it is worth while pointing out how the export trade has 
improved during the past twelve months. In August, 1922, 
its value was only 88 million kr., the exports of bacon, meat 
and other slaughterhouse products having increased since 
then from 25 million kr. to 42 million kr., the exports of 
butter, cream, milk and cheese from 31 to 47 million kr., 
while the value of eggs exports has almost doubled, at 
14 million kr. against 8 million kr. 





ESTHONIA. 


irae ee i 


RECENT INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENTS. 


Of the home industries of Esthonia, the production of 
cement is very important as being the industry for which 
all the necessary raw materials are available on the spot, 
near the sea coast and the main railways, states the 
Bulletin of the Esthonian Legation, London. There are 
two large cement factories in the country, the ‘ Port 
Kunda’’ and the ‘‘ Asserin’’ cement works. The former 
factory possesses up-to-date machinery and provides work 
for 800 hands. The necessary raw materials, limestone and 
clay, are obtained from the factory’s own land, the oil-shale 
being transported from the State oil-shale mines by railway. 
The factory also has sufficient oil-shale deposits on_ its 
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land to allow it to exploit it in future for fuel, which 
it intends to do. Working at full capacity, the total 
output of cement per day is 1,000 barrels of 3 cwt. each. It 
is anticipated that this output will be materially increased 
by the extension of the plant and power station, which is 
already partly completed. The so-called ‘‘ wet ’’ method is 
used for the manufacture of the cement. The output of the 
‘* Port Kunda ”’ works last year amounted to 200,000 barrels 
of cement, valued at 140 million Esthonian marks, as com- 
pared with approximately 82,000 barrels, valued at about 
82 million E. mks. in 1921. 

The ‘ Asserin ’’ works is well equipped with up-to-date 
machinery and obtains the raw material from its own land. 
When working at full capacity the daily output will, it is 
estimated, amount to 1,000 barrels of 3 ewt. each. During 
1922 the output amounted to 100,000 barrels of cement, 
valued at 71 million EK. mks., as against 45,000 barrels, 
valued at between 31 and 32 million E. mks. in 1921. 


Exports oF CEMENT. 


The exports of cement in 1922 amounted to 20,519 tons, as 
against 7,480 tons and 5,412 tons respectively in 1921 and 


1920. 
STaTE O1rt-SHALE MINEs. 


Work in the State oil-shale mines is progressing satis- 
factorily, and during September last 2,000 tons of shale were 
excavated. Up to Ist October, 1923, 150,000. tons of oil- 
Shale had been excavated from the State mines, the total 
output for the whole year 1923 being estimated at 220,000 
tons. The average output per day at present is 50 to 60 
wagons, whilst the number of workmen employed is about 
1,100. 

Owing to the constantly increasing demand fof oil-shale 
the State oil-shale mine administration intend to increase 
the output in 1924 by extending the plant and operations. 
Preliminary orders for 1924 have already been received 
amounting to, approximately, 400,000 tons. Several foreign 
orders have been received, including one from Germany 
amounting to 150,000 tons. 


Proprosep BUILDING SCHEMES. 


The municipal authorities of Tartu (Dorpat) have many 
schemes under consideration, including the construction of 
waterworks, the erection of a new market hall with 
accommodation for 100 meat stalls with the necessary store- 
rooms, cellars, etc., and the construction of a new bridge 
over the river Emajégi, to be built of iron or ferro- 


concrete. 





FRANCE, 





INDUSTRIAL RECONSTRUCTION. 


(From H.M, Commercial Counsellor.) 

Paris. 

The following figures, taken from the ‘‘ Nord Industriel, 

form part of a summary of a Report on the reconstruction 

of the devastated areas in the Department of the Nord and 

submitted by the Prefect of that Department to the Consul- 

General. The figures show the percentage of reconstruction, 

of the industrial establishments employing more than ten 
workmen, which existed in 1914:— 


99 























——<_ — ——— 


Industry. Percentage. 

Quarries... ove pas ne af ee 85 
Foodstuffs ... vu soe vin ji bad 90 
Chemical ... és di - ie es sda 90 
Textile... ate ie st fie ina a 87 
Oloth and clothing sein - “ = - 78 
Wood aol “a a von nde on bin 92 
Metallurgy .. ee ie pa ein vias 92 
Engineering 90 
Building ... ida oe dé bes box Sie 93 
High-power stations and gasworks ___.... so wht 87 
Miscellaneous (rubber, paper, cardboard, books, straw, 

feathers, horsehair, leather and hides) _... ‘inl 88 

General average .. 88°4 


_—_ -- — — 


It will be seen that in all branches of industry the recon- 
struction of factories has made great progress. There 
appears to be no doubt that in 1924 the industrial recon- 
struction of the Department will have been completed, with 
the exception of certain very large enterprises in the case of 
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which the work will be continued during 1925 and the follow- 
ing years. 
EXPENDITURE ON REPARATIONS. 

In order to achieve this result large sums have been 
expended. The total amount paid to the manufacturers of 
the Department under the various headings of advances, 
payments on account, assignment bonds, and payment of 
annuities amounted on 31st July last to 10,342 million francs. 
As the total value of the damage was estimated at 
13,859 millions, the percentage of reparations expenditure 
amounts to 74:7 per cent. The credits granted for the pur- 
pose by the State have been considerably reduced since 1921. 
Once the first impulse had been given in 1919, and still more 
in 1920, the State was able to diminish its financial support 
without hindering the progress of industrial reconstruction. 
This result is due partly to the individual effort of the 
‘« sinistrés,’? who have not hesitated to pledge their credit 
to the utmost extent, and partly to the help given by local 
banks, which have consented to make very considerable 
advances. 








NORWAY. 
INCREASING EXPORT TRADE. 


Norwegian exports for the month of August amounted to 
75°3 million kroner, an increase of 2-4 million kr. on the 
figures for the same month of last year. The total for the first 
eight months of the year is 511:2 million kr., as compared 
with 477-2 million kr. for the similar period last year, states 
the ‘‘ Scandinavian Shipping Gazette.’’ Paper and wood- 
pulp shared the greatest portion of the export value for 
August at 27 million kr., the total for the eight months being 
177: AB million kr. The figures for the corresponding periods 
last year were 22:4 million kr. and 164-1 million kr. respec- 
tively. The August figures for herring and other fish were 
approximately 13 million kr., as against 15:9 million kr. last 
year, the eight months’ figures being 67 million kr. and 69-4 
million kr. respectively. The respective figures for canned 
goods were approximately 5 million kr. against 5-1 million 
kr.; and 24°3 million kr., compared with 22-9 million kr. 

The export values of wood cargo were about 5-7 million kr. 
for the month under review, comparing with 7-9 million kr. 
last year, while the eight- month totals were 56°6 million kr. 
and 63 million kr. respectively. The returns for oils and 
fats were 63 million kr. against 5-2 million kr. for the 
month and 39:3 million kr. and 29-4 million kr. for the 
eight months’ period. Chemical products were exported to 
a value of 1:7 million kr., against a similar value in 
August, 1922, and for the eight months, January-August, 
to a value of 13 million kr., against 15:1 million kr. The 
value of artificial fertilisers exported during the first eight 
months of the year was 27:7 million kr., as compared with 
31:3 million kr, in the corresponding period of last year. 





ASIA. 





SYRIA. 





IMPORT TRADE OF ALEPPO. 


(From the Acting British Consul.) 
ALEPPO. 

Considerable activity was shown in textile markets during 
the second quarter of the year, the principa] imports includ- 
ing Manchester cotton goods, yarns and silk, woollen and 
fancy goods. Imports of cotton goods and yarns were 
valued at approximately £100,000 and £35,000 respectively. 
About 75 per cent. of the cotton goods were received from 
the United Kingdom, whilst Italy supplied 10 per cent., and 
Germany, Japan, France and Belgium between them sup- 
plied the remaining 15 per cent. The United Kingdom 
supplied about 50 per cent. of the imports of yarns, the 
remainder being divided between India and Italy, whose 
shares amounted to 40 per cent. and 10 per cent. respec- 
tively. The imports of woollen goods were very small, 
amounting only to between £1,500 and £1,700; the export- 
ing countries being United Kingdom 40 per cent., Italy 30 
per cent., Belgium 20 per cent. and France 10 per cent. 

Wholesale stocks of all the textiles referred to are still 
abundant and prices remain fairly steady. Special mention 
should be made of French silks, crépes, satins, etc., sales of 
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which amounted to about £32,000; stocks having been 
replaced by an equivalent amount of imports. 

The imports of iron sheets and girders were valued at 
over £4,000, the bulk of which was received from Belgium. 
It is considered that the demand for zinc sheets will increase 
as the winter rainy season approaches, and as stocks are not 
very heavy at present the market could well absorb 
moderately large consignments. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





EXPORTS OF LEATHER MANUFACTURES, 


The 691,432 lb. of leather belting exported by the United 
States in the first eight months of 1923 were valued at 
1,076,936 dols., states “‘ Commerce Reports ’”’ (Washington), 
and compare w ‘ith 635,492 lb., valued at 908,653 dols., in the 
corresponding period of 1922. During the 1923 period South 
America purchased 124,155 lb., valued at 170,387 dols., 
against 51,596 lb., valued at 79,380 dols., in the first eight 
months of last year. Shipments to Cuba amounted to 
91,188 lb., an increase of about 40,000 lb. over those of the 
1922 period. 

In a comparison of the export statistics for the month of 
August it is noted there was a decrease of about 25,000 Ib. 
in the quantity of leather belting exported, but an increase 
of 20,000 dols. in the value this year as compared with last, 


Exports OF MANUFACTURED LEATHER Goons. 


The first eight months of 1923 proved more satisfactory 
to the exporters of leather manufactured goods than the 
same period of 1922, as 14,932,473 dols.’ worth were con- 
signed to foreign markets, representing an increase of about 
5,000,000 dols. over January-August, 1922. The 1923 
exports comprised the following items:—Men’s boots and 
shoes, 6,649,843 dols. (approximate increase, 3,000,000 dols.); 
women’s boots and shoes, 3,600,250 dols. (increase, 500,000 
dols.); children’s boots and shoes, 1,560,945 dols. (increase, 
600,000 dols.); slippers, 194,358 dols. (increase, 114,000 
dols.); athletic and sporting shoes, 113,085 dols. ~(increase, 
20,000 dols.); harness and saddlery, 491. ,473 dols. (increase, 
340,000 dols.); bags and suit cases, 169,562 dols. (increase 
40,000 dols.) and belting, 1,076,936 dols. (increase, 160,000 
dols.). Gloves and pocketbooks and purses were the only 
two classes showing decreases, the values of these being, 
respectively , 


dols. and 84,000 dols.). 





LATIN AMERICA. 





ARGENTINA. 
TRADE OF THE NORTHERN PROVINCES. 
The British Consul-General at Buenos Aires, in 
a Report on the Northern Provinces of Argentina, 
states that the principal industry of Tucuman 
is sugar cultivation. The area devoted to _ the 


production of sugar cane is approximately 100,000 hectares, 
whilst the capital employed amounts to about 90 million 
dols. There were twenty-six factories in operation in 1922, 
which produced 172,529,160 kilogs. of sugar from 
2,471,515,133 kilogs. of cane. The cane grown is of Java 
origin, the favourite variety being P.O.J. 35. The annual 
production varies considerably according to the season, the 
very favourable season of 1914 producing 273,000 tons. 
During the next four years, however, the pr oduction fell to 
104,000 tons, 
respectively. This almost complete 
crop, which was due to the extermination of 
the native varieties of cane by the mosaic 
disease and was aggravated by cold seasons with frost, 
caused the replacement of the native cane by the present 
Java varieties. It is considered that a normal crop should 
produce about 200,000 tons of sugar. 


failure of the 


OTHER PRODUCTS. 


Tucuman is naturally an agricultural province, cattle 
raising occupying a secondary place. The principal pro 
ductions, apart from sugar, include rice, maize, wheat, 
tobacco, barley, alfalfa and grapes. Fruits, citrus and 





54,702 dols. and 151,784 dols. (decreases, 8,000 


44,000 tons, 44,000 tons and 87,000 tons ; 


do 
ex 
wi 
wl 


Si 





1923. 


been 


ed at 
gium. 
crease 
re not 
absorb 


A. 


RES, 


United 
led at 
igton), 
in the 
South 
dols., 
, eight 
ted to 
of the 


nth of 
00 Ib. 
crease 
h last, 


actory 
in the 
@ con- 
about 
1923 
Ss and 
dols.); 
00,000 
Tease, 
14,000 
Tease, 
Tease, 
crease 
60,000 
>» only 
being, 
8,000 


OES. 
= 
itina, 
uman 

the 
tares, 
illion 
1922, 
from 
Java 
nnual 
1, the 
tons. 
ell to 


tons ° 


the 

of 
10saic 
frost, 


esent 
hould 


rattle 

pro 
heat, 
; and 


OcToBER 25, 1923. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 433 





IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—Continued. 





other sub-tropical varieties and vegetables are also 
abundant. In addition some textile plants are produced. 

The areas cultivated for crops other than sugar in the 
province are maize 36,044 hectares, rice 4,384 hectares, 
alfalfa 11,201 hectares, wheat 3,601 hectares, ground nuts 
4,832 hectares, tobacco 1,274 hectares, beans, etc., 3,509 
hectares, melons, tomatoes and other fruits and vegetables 
2,800 hectares. 

LIVESTOCK, 

Cattle are raised in the departments of Trancas and 
Burruyaco and in the mountain valleys, where a consider- 
able quantity of cheese and butter is produced. 

A recent census of livestock showed the following results— 
horned cattle 777,000, sheep 240,000, horses, mules and 
donkeys 235,000, goats 120,000, and pigs 100,000. 


EXPERIMENTAL STATION. 


The agricultural experimental station which has been 
established in Tucuman is maintained by means of funds 
obtained from a special tax on sugar, and a large amount 
of valuable research work in connection with agricultural 
problems has been carried out. Although most of the work 
done has been in connection with sugar cane, much valuable 
experimental work has been accomplished in connection 
with general agricultural subjects and with the diseases to 
which the products of the province are susceptible. 


SALTA AND JUJUY. 


These provinces are the most northerly of the Argentine 
provinces and are but little known or developed. Tobacco 
and sub-tropical fruits are grown near Oran, the Cafayate 
district is noted for its wines, and there are extensive plan- 
tations of sugar canes near Salta City and at San Pedro de 
Jujuy. The area under cultivation is about 150,000 
hectares and is planted with sugar cane, maize, wheat, 
vines, alfalfa and tobacco. 

The preduction of cereals is small and is hardly sufficient 
to supply the local demand. There are several sugar fac- 
tories in the country, the capacity of which amounts to 
about 40,000 tons of sugar annually. The factories also pro- 
duce about 50,000 hectolitres of alcohol per annum. 

The southern and eastern departments contain some con- 
siderable forests, and large quantities of sleepers for the 
railways and posts for fencing are produced. The produc- 
tion, however, depends on the local demand, as the cost of 
transport prevents the sale of timber from these provinces 
in the south of the Republic. 

It is estimated that there exist in Salta and Jujuy the 
following animals—horned cattle 1,020,000, sheep 1,500,000, 
horses 150,000, mules 20,000, donkeys 25,000, goats 220,000 
and pigs 30,000. 


SANTIAGO DEL ESTERO. 


The principal productions from Santiago del Estero are 
timber, fuelwood, agricultural produce, cotton, tobacco, 
sugar cane, resins, medicinal plants, various vegetable dyes 
and cattle. The irrigated portion of the country between 
the rivers Salado and Saladillo is suitable for the cultivation 
of vines and fruits. Forests cover about two-thirds of the 
province, the more important woods being quebracho, 
algerrobo, mistel, chanar and guayacan. 

The last eensus of cattle gave the following figures— 
sheep 1,173,987, goats 850,000, horses, ete., 270,000 and 
horned cattle 1,200,000. 
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RECENT OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS. 


Publications relating to Commerce, Industry, etc., recently 
issued by various Government Departments. To be obtained from 
H.M. Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C. 2, and Branches. (Post free prices are in parentheses.) 


Board of Trade :— 

Boiler Explosions. Reports of Inquiries :— 
2608. Froma Boiler on Board the S.T. “Hermia.” O.N. 110950. (63d.) 
2622. From a Steam-Heated Vulcaniser at Southampton. (64d.) 
2623. From a Steam Stop-Valve Chest at the Mills of Messrs. Boyes 

and Hellawell, Ltd., Bramley, Leeds. (64d.) 

Registry of Ships :— 
British Ships Reported during September, 1923. (3s. 04d.) 

Signal Letters of British Ships, 1923. Monthly Supplement (corrected to 
30th September, 1923). (6}d.) bs 


Mines Department :— 
1965. Report on the Causes of and Circumstances attending the 


Accident which occurred in the Busty Shaft of the Medomsley Colliery, 
Co. Durham, on 24th February, 1923. (1s. 1d.) 

‘Overseas Trade Department Report :— A 
Greece. Industrial and Economic Situation, July, 1923. (is. 7d.) 
Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries and British‘ Posses- 

sions. Annual Statement, 1922. Vol. III. (21s, 9d.) 
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Finance and Banking. 





NORWAY. 





THE BANKING POSITION. 
(From H.M. Minister.) 
CHRISTIANIA, 


In the course of his opening speech at the annual meeting 
of the Norwegian Bankers’ Association, the President of the. 
Association, Mr. Kamstrup, Hegge, stated that the past 
year had been one of the darkest for Norwegian private 
banks. 

In the bank returns for 1922 the statement of the 
Statistical Central Bureau shows a reduction in the number 
of banks from 185 to 170. The total of outward loans fell 
from 3,611 million kroner to 3,121 million kr., or about 13°5 
per cent. In account with foreign banks the balance 
changed from 18°6 to 68:2 million kr. in favour of those 
banks, 

Owing to variations in the bank returns, all of which are 
not complete, the share capital and funds are not quite cor- 
rectly stated, but are entered as having risen from 852°3 
million kr. at the end of 1921 to 864-6 million kr. at the close 
of 1922. Share capital decreased from 500°4 to 465°5 million 
kr.; reserve funds from 254:9 to 197:4 million kr. Other 
funds rose from 73:7 to 169°2 million kr. In the last-men- 
tioned figures are included the responsible loaned capital and 
certificate capital. Inward loans declined from 2,982°3 
in 1921 to 2,696-7 mijlion kr. in 1922. 

The gross incomes of the banks diminished from 157 to 
107-8 million kr. and net incomes from 91-2 to 60 million kr. , 
but it is necessary to bear in mind that in a number of 
important cases the writing down of funds and share capital 
is not included in this calculation. Securities in hand rose 
from 511°5 to 637-5 million kr. 

Later developments are shown by monthly statements 
available up to and including August of this year. These 
show a continued fall in outward loans from 3,080°6 million 
kr. at the close of 1922 to 2,837-8 million kr. at the end of 
August. Securities have also fallen from 630-6 to 618°4 
million kr. in the same period. Deposits at call have fallen 
from 150-9 to 138°6 million kr., and those on savings bank 
terms from 3,420°5 to 2,148°7 million kr. 


State ASSISTANCE FOR BANKS. 


Most worthy of note in the past year is not, however, 
stated the President, the continued reduction of credits 
and the transition of the volume of money to long-term 
investments outside of commercial life, but banking diffi- 
culties and the participation of the public authorities in 
the settlement of these difficuities. 

As early as 1921 the State voted 15 millions kr. for the use 
of banks which were in difficulties and which, out of regard 
to commercial life, it was considered necessary to keep 
going. In the spring of 1922 this grant was increased by 25 
million kr., and a number of small banks were reconstructed 
by co-operation between the Government, the Bank of 
Norway, the municipality or district in question, and other 
banks, though, as a rule, the Government and the Bank of 
Norway reserved to themselves access to acquire a share in 
the control of the administration and to appoint persofis to 
the management of the Bank. In the autumn of 1922 the 
State extended this support to the banks in connection with 
the raising of 50 million kr. loan capital for Andresens and 
Bergens Kreditbank, of which the State covered 36 million 
kr., and at the same time commenced a public audit of the 
accounts of the Bank and its position. 

On 24th March this year a temporary Law was passed, as 
an addition to the Norwegian Law, regarding negotiations 
for composition and bankruptcy, which has gradually 
attracted considerable notice. The object of the Law is 
that banks which are found to be capable of surviving, but 
whose liquid resources are heavily assailed, e.g., as the 
result of a panic, shall be able to seek sanctuary from such 
panic in order to protect the interests of their depositors, 
their creditors and of commercial life. 

It proved, however, that the banks, which were placed 
under protection of this Law, still dil not receive the new 
deposits expected, and on 27th April the Storting authorised 
the Government to give a State guarantee in respect of the 
new engagements of the banks under administration to the 
extent necessary. 
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Shipping and Railways. 


UNITED KINGDOM, 
RAILWAY STATISTICS, JANUARY-JUNE. 


The Ministry of Transport makes the following announce- 
ment:—The railway statistics for June have now been 
published, and can be obtained at H.M. Stationery Office 
(price 3s.). ; 

In addition to the usual information, the volume contains 
~ the most recent particulars in regard to alkali, china clay, 
clay and gannister, creosote, tar, and pitch, and paper, viz. 
the tonnage, receipts, and receipts per ton-mile, at each mile 
up, to 50 miles, and in mileage groups beyond that distance, 
in continuation of the Commodity Statistics previously 
published. 








PAsSENGER TRAFFIC. 


The total number of passenger journeys (excluding season 
ticket holders) was 104,089,555, an increase of 1,695,851, or 
1:66 per cent., as compared with June, 1922. The corres- 
ponding receipts showed a decrease of £1,154,289, or 16-42 
per cent., due partly to the reduction in fares and partly 
to the incidence of Whitsuntide, which fell in June, 1922. 
The passenger train-miles run were 712,877 more than in 
June, 1922, an increase of 3°53 per cent. 

Goops TRAFFIC, 


The total tonnage of freight traffic conveyed (excluding 
free-hauled) was 29,571,152, an increase of 7, 510,652 tons, or 
34 per cent., over the tonnage for June, 1922. Some of the 


principal increases were : — 





Description of traffic. increase. 





on te sent. 
5,038,624 36°7 
| 504,752 86°8 
| 493,511 | 58°5 


Coal, coke and patent fuel 
Ironstone and iron ore 
Iron and steel ... 


Timber ... | 214,542 50°2 
Limestone si iid si sah .» | 187,648 76°3 
Bricks ... si ee sis ia .. | 158,583 54°1 
Pig i iron.. al a oa .. | 98,972; 48°7 


The ton- miles were 36:13. per cent. above those for June, 
1922, the average length of haul for freight traffic (exclud- 
ing free-hauled) having increased from 50°44 miles to 51-23 
miles. , 

Freight train receipts (less cost of collection and delivery) 
amounted to £9,158,842, an increase of £256,151, or 2°88 per 
cent., and the receipts per ton-mile for all descriptions of 
freight traffic were 1-451 pence compared with 1-920 pence in 
June, 1922. 

The freight train-miles run were 21:46 per cent. more than 
in June, 1922. The average train load increased from 116} 
tons to 1324 tons, and the net ton-miles per engine hour from 
423 to 472. 


RETURNS FOR THE First HALF-YEar. 
Figures for the six months ended 30th June are as 


follows :— 





| Increase ( + ) or Decrease 
(-—) compared with 
six months ended 30th 


| Six months 
ended 30th 








June, 1923. June. 1922. 
Passenger Train Traffic : | Numbers. Numbers. | Per cent. 


Passenger journeys (exclu- | | 
ding season ticket holders) | 595,100,000 | 


Reccipts, passenger (exclu- | £ | | 
ding season ticket holders) | 29,167,000 | — 2,958,000; 9:2 


Receipts from season tickets | 


+ 20,271,000! 3°5 
£ | 


issued _ : 6,173,000 | — 204,000 | 3°2 

Receipts, parcels, etc., traffic! 6,953,000 - 849,000! 10-9 

Train-miles .. oe 120, 140,000 | + 6,122,000! 5°4 
Freight Train T raffic : Tons. Tons. | 


31,058,000 | + 3,626,000, 13°2 
112,485,000 | +19,695,000 | 21°2 
32,436,000 | + 9,770, 000 | 43°1 


General merchandise a 
Coal, coke and patent fuel... 
Other minerals slip 




















Total 175,979,000 | +33,091,000! 23-2 

Receipts : £ £ 
General merchandise | 28,287,000 | — 3,705,000 11°6 
Coal, coke and patent fuel... | 20,737,000 | + 877,000 4°4 
Other minerals | 8.314,000 | + 1,457,000; 21°2 
Total : | 57,338,000 | - 1,871 000 2:3 
Train-miles_... ... | 71,170,000 | + 7,872,000| 12-4 
Average train load (tons) ss | 134}; + 8 | 6°4 
Net ton-miles per engine hour | 462; + 19° 4°4 
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SHIPPING AND RAILWAYS—Continued. 


SUDAN. 


STATE RAILWAYS AND STEAMERS 
REPORT. 


A copy of the Annual Report of the Sudan Government 
Railways and Steamers has been received. It gives full 
details of revenue and expenditure, the general situation of 
the line, passenger and goods traffic, and of the working of 
the steamers and barges on the White Nile and Gobel Rivers. 
the River Sobat, the Bahr el Ghazal and Jur River, and the 
Blue Nile, together with statistics of shipping at Port Said 
and of the cargo lifted. 

The Report may be consulted by British companies 
interested upon application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Shipping and Transport Section), 73, Basinghall 
Street, London, E.C. 2. 











——— 


Minerals and Metals. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
THE ANTHRACITE COAL SITUATION. 


The current issue of the ‘‘Guaranty Survey,’’ the monthly 
publication of the Guaranty Trust Company of New York, 
gives some interesting facts about the anthracite industry in 
the United States. 

Although the general public was exceedingly gratified that 
the new contract between operators and miners brought an 
early termination of the recent strike in the anthracite 
fields, consumers do not doubt that the increased cost of 
mining, due to the 10 per cent. increase in wages, will mean 
higher prices for the commodity. They also realise, con- 
tinues the ‘‘ Guaranty Survey,’’ that the needed basis for 
assured continuity of production has not been established. 
The settlement is obviously a temporary compromise which 
leaves unsolved the most vital problems of the industry. 
Apparently, therefore, the frequency of strikes in this 
industry is now governed by the length of the periods for 
which the contracts run. Such a condition can be satis- 
factory to no one, least of all to the consumers of anthracite, 
which is the principal domestic fuel for the population of 
the North-Eastern States. 








POSITION AND OWNERSAIP OF ANTHRACITE FIELDS. 


The United States Coal Commission, appointed in October, 
1922, has assembled a considerable body of information 
bearing upon the anthracite problem. Supplementing what 
was already generally known, its findings and its recommend. 
ations should be fruitful in the shaping of an informed public 
opinion. 

Some features of the anthracite situation are unique, 
differing in important respects from conditions in most 
other industries. Practically all the hard coal deposits of 
the country le within a small section. of Pennsylvania 
embracing about 480 square miles, as compared with an area 
of approximately 458,000 square miles underlain by soft 
coal, which is mined in thirty-one States. The ownership of 
the anthracite coal lands is highly concentrated—90 per 
cent. or more of the unmined coal, it is estimated, being 
controlled by eight coal companies and affiliated corpora- 
tions. These same companies produce about three-fourths 
of the total output. Nearly complete unionisation of the 
mine workers has been effected. Here, if anywhere, then, 
is the opportunity for a demonstration of the results of 
concentration of power by both capital and labour. 


Wry Output por-s Not Expanp. 


A striking feature of the anthracite industry is the com- 
paratively stationary output in recent years despite the 
growth in population. Only twice since 1913 has the annual! 
production exceeded the output of 91,500,000 net tons in that 
year. The range of fluctuations in this period—with the 
exception of 1922, when, owing to the long strike. the output 
dropped to 53,000,000 tons—was from 87,600,000 tons in 
1916 to 99,600,000 tons in 1917. | 

The comparatively stationary production of anthra- 
cite under conditions which would’ apparently call 


for a steady growth in consumption may be accounted 
matter of 


for by increased competition in_ the 
prices. Advancing prices of domestic sizes of anthra- 


cite, as compared with prices of substitute fuels, 
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MINERALS AND METALS— Continued. 





have resulted in increased use of gas, petroleum pro- 
ducts, coke, and bituminous coal for domestic purposes. In 
the opinion of the Coal Commission the present supply of 
unskilled labourers is the immediate limiting factor in 
anthracite production. This has been the condition since 
1916. Whether or not this shortage has been due to inade- 
quate wages will be more clearly shown by the effects of the 
new wage rates upon the labour supply and its output. 


Errect oF HicgH PRICEs. 


Wholesale prices of anthracite, continues the ‘‘ Guaranty 
Survey,’’ lagged below. the reiative level of ground prices 
in the advance from’ 1915 to 1920. Only towards the close 
of the latter year, after a marked decline in all commodities 
average, did prices of anthracite and the general average 
assume the same relative levels that they held in 1913. 
Since 1920 there has been a continued rise of anthracite 
prices and a decline in general commodity prices, and the 
former are now more than 100 per cent. and the latter 
about 50 per cent. above 1913 levels.. Either pre-war prices 
of anthracite were too low, or recent prices have been too 
high. 

The high price of coal has a direct bearing upon the pos- 
sible permanence of the recent settlement, in so far as the 
terms of the agreement may necessitate further advances in 
the prices of domestic fuel. It emphasises also the need for 
every possible economy in the production and distribution of 
the commodity. Still higher prices must follow the new 
increases in wages of the miners, unless the growth in labour 
costs can be offset by new economies or by reductions in 
transportation charges or in profits. 

The country’s total household consumption of coal is fairly 
evenly div ided between anthracite and bituminous. If 
prices become excessive a decided decrease in the consump- 
tion of anthracite and a larger resort to substitutes will 
become inevitable. A more general substitution of other 
fuels for authracite would go far toward confining hard coal 


prices within resonable limits. 





——— 


Textiles. 


THE WORLD’S WOOL TRADE. 
IMPORT AND EXPORT STATISTICS. 


The Statistical Year Book,* recently published by the 
International Institute of Agriculture (Rome), contains 
numerous tabular statements of special interest to the wool 
trade. The data furnished comprise the imports and 
exports of wool during each successive year from 1919 to 
1922, with the averages for the five years before the war, 
given in detail for more than 60 countries. It is claimed 
that the tables are more complete than any hitherto compiled 
for the trade in wool. 

Naturally it is impossible to reproduce the tables as they 
stand, but it will be interesting to provide our readers with 
a summary of imports and exports for each continent, and 
for the world as a whole. 


Aggregate Imports and Exports of Wool 
(in thousand metric tons). 



































IMPORTS. 

| 
Countries. S00 eet, | 1920. | 1921. | 1922, 
Europe we ie oes 1,308 808 ,; 791 1,193 
North America... ... 98 121 | 148 | 173 
South America ... owe 1 | * ~- _ 
Asia na i wa 7 | 32 | 14 32 
Africa 1 | _ 1 2 
Australasia — — | _ — 
Total ... ...{ 1,415 | 963 | 954 | 1,400 

Exports. 
ag Pe 569 212 | 265 321 
North America ... _ 2 12 3 5 
South America ... we 219 152 220 246 
Asia _ one ove 51 26 45 61 
Africa whe ove 85 66 117 110 
Australasia ove eee 369 363 288 512 
Total oes oor 1,295 831 938 1,255 

















> * International Year Book of Agricuitural Statistics, Rome, 1923. 
rice &s, 





TEXTILES—Continued. 





The apparent divergencies between the totals arise prin- 
cipally from two causes. A large quantity of wool is shipped 
towards the close of the year, and therefore comes into 
account by the importing countries oniy in the subsequent 
year; this has some effect on statistics, but more important 
still is the outcome of varying methods of preparing 
Customs house returns in different countries. For instance, 
the French Customs returns include under one heading both 
the raw wool and the sheepskins which France imports in a 
considerable quantity, although these last do not appear 
under the term ‘‘ wool ’’ in the data of the export country. 
Other countries include, along with imports of wool, those 
of hair, such as camel’s hair, alpaca, mohair, ete. 

Still, the totals indicated give a clear statement of the 
extent of the wool trade, and the proportions of participa- 
tion by each country, whether as importers or exporters. It 
may be observed that sometimes the same parcel of wool is 
the subject of several transactions, and therefore appears 
in import and export returns, perhaps more than once. 
In order to ascertain with some precision the quantity of 
wool exported from the producing country and consumed 
in manufacture, the net imports and exports of each country 
should be dealt with, after deduction of imports and exports 
or vice vera. On the basis of the data comprised in the 
Institute Year Book and of the foregoing procedure, the 
following results appear :— 

Net Imports and Exports of Wool 
(in thousand metric tons). 




















IMPORTS. 
: Averages _ | . | = 
Countries. 1909 to 1913. | 1920. 1921. | 1922, 
sh _ | | bil ali iiahaiahi 

France... 234.3 149.5 137.2 | 285.8 
Great Britain 192.7 286.4 177.8 270.6 
Germany ... | 186.1 51.9 123.9 | 184.2 
Belgium ... _ iat 54.4 53.5 28.8 | 54.4 
Italy vo sabe] 11.9 28.3 17.7 | 34.4 
United States 92.4 106.0 142.0 | 164.1 
Other countries ... 79.6 75.0 67.8 | $1.0 
Total ve wee) 851.4 =| 750.6 =| 695.2 | 1084.5 

a i. a ees 
Australia... ... ...| 288.2 289.0 | 217.3 | 368.7 
New Zealand _... ia 85.1 73.6 | 70.7 142.9 
Argentina... on oni 144.8 100.5 138.8 176.0 
Uruguay ... ses evi | 63.1 31.7 | 55.3 46 4 
South Africa in oe | 65.7 54.1 104.4 | 95.1 
India * ok. £24 15.6 | 28.0 
China | 16.9 | 6.3 28.0 | 30.7 
Other countries | 44.5 | 47.0 | 49.5 | 52.0 
2 41. fee 619.8 | 679.6 | 939.8 


It is as well even here to proceed with caution as to 
comparisons of the figures from different countries, on 
account of the varying methods adopted in compilation of 
the Customs’ statistics. kor instance, the quantities of 
wool imported into Belgium and remaining in that country 
are certainly less than the difference shown between the 
import and export totals, inasmuch as some considerable 
proportion of raw wool imported i is re-exported after w ashing 
and perhaps combing, consequently the weight exported is a 
reduced one. In such an event the difference between 
imported and exported weight goes to swell the apparent 
consumption in the Belgian factory, although in reality the 
whole of the wool itself is sent abroad. The same set of 
circumstances apply more or less in the case of other 
countries, particularly in that of France, which re-exports 
as pulled wool the imported sheepskins. 

These causes of incompatibility between data of various 
countries do not weaken the comparison of trade from one 
year to another, as they take effect in much the same way 
every year. The conclusion to be drawn therefore from the 
above totals is clearly that a considerable increase in the 
wool trade took place in 1922, when it exceeded in volume 
not only the figures of the critical years 1920 and 1921, but 
also surpassed those of the pre-war period. Nearly all the 
countries had a greater or less share in this increase. 

Another point of interest brought out by the data is the 
concentration of the wool trade, almost exclusively, in a 
small number of exporting and of importing countries. In 
fact, five countries only—France, Great Britain, the United 
States, Belgium and Germany—took 86 per cent. of the total 
imports in 1922, while five other countries—Australia, New 
Zealand, Argentina, Uruguay and the Union of South 
Africa—did 87 per cent. of the export trade in that year.— 
‘* Bollettino  dell’Associazione’ dell’Industria Laniera 


Italiana,’’ Rome. 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 





BRITISH EMPIRE. 


em ees eet 


AUSTRALIA. 





FURTHER APPLICATION OF DUMPING 
DUTIES. 


The High Commissioner for Australia is officially in- 
formed that the following goods have been brought under 
the operation of the Customs Tariff (Industries Preserva- 
tion) Act :— 

SECTION 4. 
America.—Steel split pulleys. 
Great Britain.—Induction motors; fuse boxes; hypo- 
sulphite of soda. 
SECTION 5. 
Great Britain.—Hyposulphite of soda. 


SECTION 7. 
Great Britain.—Portland Cement, if freight less than 
4s. 6d. per cask. 


SEUTION 8. 

France.—Hyposulphite of soda. 

Austria.—Steel split pulleys ; carbide of calcium. 

Germany.—Electric tumbler switches; electric ceiling 
roses; cattle dip testers. . 

Belgium.—W ax vestas invoiced at less than 4s. 2d. gross 
c.i.f. (The previous Notice relating to Belgian wax 
vestas is cancelled). 

SECTION 9. 

Germany.—Luminal kinematograph camera slides ; rules 
being scientific instruments; salicylic acid; baro- 
meters, aneroid and mercury; phenolphthalein ; 
Leitz microscopes. 


The foregoing information has been received by tele- 
graph and is subject to confirmation. 





CANADA. 





EXTENSION OF BRITISI PREFERENTIAL 
TARIFF TO THE IRISH FREE STATE. 
By an Order-in-Council dated 2lst September, 1923, the 

Irish Free State has been added to the list of British 


countries entitled to the British Preferential Tariff in 
Canada, with effect from Ist October, 1923. 





EXEMPTION OF BARLEY MEAL FROM 
SALES TAX. 


An Order-in-Council dated 2nd October, 1923, adds 
barley meal to the list of articles exempted from the pay- 


ment of “sales tax’ in Canada, as from the date of the 
Order. 





GOLD COAST. 


PROHIBITION OF EXPORT. 


Regulation No. 32 of 1923, issued on Ist September, 1923, 
prohibits the exportation from the Colony of any elephant 
tusk of less weight than 25 Ib., or any part of any such tusk, 
in a raw or unmanufactured state. 

A similar Regulation has also been made operative 
in Ashanti and the Northern Territories of the Gold Coast. 








a 


JAMAICA. 


INCREASED DRAWBACK ON RE-EXPORTED 
GOODS. 


Law No. 23 of 1923, assented to on 29th June, 1923, 
inereases the amount of drawback to be allowed on re- 
exported goods, by providing that goods upon which any 
duty under Law No. 2 of 1922, or any previous Law, shall 
have been paid if duly exported under the prescribed 
‘conditions, within two years of their first importation, 








CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— Continued, 
shall receive a drawback of an amount equal to the pre. 
ferential duty specified in the column headed Preferential] 
Tariff of the First Schedule of Law No. 2 of 1922. 

Increased drawback is also granted under the present 
Law on the exportation of bread and biscuit manufactured 
from imported flour, and on shipbuilding materials and 
accessories used in the construction or repair of foreign. 
going vessels of any kind. 








SAMOA. 





REMOVAL OF EMBARGO ON GERMAN 
AND AUSTRIAN GOODS. 
The High Commissioner for New Zealand has received 
a cablegram from the Dominion Government to the effect 


that the embargo on the importation of German and Aus- 
trian goods into Samoa will be removed on Ist April, 1924, 


—_ 


TANGANYIKA TERRITORY. 








IMPORTATION OF PLANTS AND SEEDS. 

The “‘ Gazette’ of 27th July contains copy of Govern- 
ment Notice No. 159, which embodies the Regulations 
governing the importation of plants and seeds into the 
Tanganyika Territory. The Regulations provide that no 
living plants or cotton or coffee seeds shall be imported 
into the territory except under a signed permit of the 
Director of Agriculture and under the conditions stated 
in such permit. The importation is restricted to certain 
specified ports and is only permitted through the parcel 
post. The importation of certain plants is absolutely 
prohibited, unless facilities exist for their examination 
and treatment by an inspector appointed under the Plant 
Pest and Disease Ordinances, 1921 and 1923. 





FOREIGN. 





ANGOLA (PORTUGUESE WEST AFRICA). 





EXCHANGE MEASURES: INCREASE OF 
CERTAIN IMPORT DUTIES. 


H.M. Consul-General at Loanda reports that three 
Decrees have recently been passed through the Legislative 
Council, and have been promulgated with a view to im- 
proving the exchange position of the Colony. The first 
Decree, No. 364, provides for the creation of a State Bank ; 
and the second, No. 365, requires exporters of goods to 
sell to the Government, in exchange for Angola escudos 
at the rate of the day, sterling or other foreign currencies, 
appreciably at par, in respect of 20 per cent. of the value 
of the goods exported. 

Decree No. 367 increases up to twenty-five times the 
present import duties on articles of luxury and on articles 
produced in Angola in sufficient quantities for the needs 
of the Province. 





COLOMBIA. 





IMPORT DUTIES ON SALT. 


PPA recent issue of the ‘* Diario Oficial’? of Colombia 
contains a Decree which lays down the import duties to 
be levied on salt imported into Colombia.. These duties 
are :— 


Salt imported through : 

Atlantic Customs Houses—10 centavos (gold) per 
kilog. 

Customs Houses of Buenaventura, Tumaco and 
Ipiales—8 centavos (gold) per kilog. 

Customs House of Cucuta—4 centavos (gold) per 
kilog. 

Customs Houses of Arauca, Orocue’ and Bajo 
Caqueta—3 centavos (gold) per kilog. 


In addition to the above duties the following surtaxes 
are levied, viz. :—conversion tax of 2 per cent. of the duty ; 
road tax of 5 per cent. of the duty and public debt tax of 
10 per cent. of the duty. The public debt tax is not levied 
on goods imported through Tumaco or Ipiales. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





GERMANY. 


PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


The ‘‘ Deutscher Reichsanzeiger’’ for 19th October 
contains two Orders, which came into force on 24th October, 
providing that when German Customs duties are paid in 
paper currency the sums payable as duty shail be com- 
puted by multiplying the basic rates (i.e., the rates pre- 

scribed by the Tariff in gold marks) by the gold conversion 
rate for the day on which the duties are paid. The gold 
conversion rate will be posted up daily in German post 
offices. 

(Hitherto, Customs duties paid in paper currency were 
computed by applying to the basic duties a special “* agio ”’ 
which was fixed periodically, formerly once a week, but 
latterly every two or three days. ] 








GERMANY (OCCUPIED TERRITORY). 


GOODS CONSIGNED FROM UNOCCUPIED 
GERMANY VIA THE OCCUPIED 
TERRITORY OF GERMANY. 


In view of the altered situation brought about by the 
German Government Decree of 17th September, with- 
drawing the export licence and export duty requirement 
in the case of most goods exported from Unoccupied Ger- 
many, the Rhineland High Commission recently recon- 
sidered the question of the treatment that should be 
accorded to such exports when consigned via the Occupied 
territory of Germany. The High Commission has decided, 
pending a careful inquiry into the matter, that the present 
procedure shall be continued. 

This is as follows :— 

(i) Goods subject to export licence requirement under the 
Franco-Belgian regulations, and consigned from Un- 
occupied Germany, passing in transit through the Occupied 
Territory and destined for a foreign country, are exempted 
from payment of export duty on exit from the Occupied 
Territory, on presentation to the Custom House of export 
in that Territory of an export licence issued by a competent 
organisation in Unocecupied Germany and attesting that 
payment of export duty has been effected in Unoccupied 
Germany. 

(ii) Goods not accompanied by an export licence so 
annotated will be subject in Occupied Territory to payment 
of export duty as if they were consigned from the Occupied 
Territory. 

(iii) Goods exempt from export licence requirement under 
the Franco-Belgian regulations and consigned from Un- 
occupied Germany, passing in transit through the Occupied 
Territory and destined for a foreign country, are exempted 
from payment of export duty on exit from the Occupied 
Territory as in the case of similar goods consigned from the 


‘Occupied Territory. 


It will be necessary to prove, in each case, the place of 
despatch of the goods by the production, to the Custom 
House of Export, of the transport documents accompanying 


‘the consignment (Way-bill or Bill of Lading). 





ITALY. 
PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Rome reports, by tele- 
graph, that the price fixed, for the period 22nd to 28th 
October, for certificates for the payment of Customs 
duties is 423 lire per 100 lire gold, i1.e., the surcharge when 
duties are paid in paper is 323 per cent. 


[The price of certificates for the previous week was 426 
lire per 100 lire gold.] 


IMPORT DUTY ON CERTAIN ESSENTIAL 
OILS. 


The Decree-Law of 11th July last, which modified the 
Italian Custom Tariff provided, inter alia, that the duty on 








certain essential oils (non terpeneless), which had up to that. 


time been levied at the rate of 3 gold lire per kilog. under 
Tariff No. 658 a 2, should be levied at the rate of 15 per cent. 
of the “‘ official valuation’’ of such oils. The “ official 
valuation ’’ of these oils, to which the 15 per cent. rate is 
to be applied, have been fixed as follows by a Ministerial 


CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





Decree of 12th September (published in the ‘‘ Gazzetta 
Ufficiale ’’ on 8th October), which is to have effect as from 
27th July last :— 
Value in gold 
lire per kilog. 
658a Essential oils and essences, not 
terpeneless, viz. :— 





Of anise or of citronella ............... 8 
CE CO Wi iisecseiscdeddsiecives 6 
CE COE WOO. occ ccsscicidebedidesvededs 54 
Of lemon grass or of spikenard ...... 11 
SE EEE sccvetiinéiahavrciteediianderanh 25 
CRED. ssadeusnsideeeneneubieumdenees 16 
PARAGUAY. 





IMPORTATION OF PHARMACEUTICAL 
SPECIALITIES. 

The *‘ Board of Trade Journal ”’ for 2nd February, 1922, 
contains at pages 139-140 a notice respecting the regulations 
for the control of pharmaceutical specialities in Paraguay. 
It should be noted that a Decree, dated 9th August, 
modified these regulations by permitting the importation 
into Paraguay up to 30th September, 1923, of pharmaceuti- 
cal specialities not authorised by the National Department of 
Hygiene, provided that they were in a Paraguayan Customs 
House on 9th August, or arrived in Paraguay from Europe 
or North America between that date and 30th September. 
Thereafter the importation of pharmaceutical specialities 
which have not been authorised by the National Depart- 
ment of Hygiene is prohibited except in special cases, 
when the Department may permit the entry of un- 
authorised specifics, which it considers necessary for the 
treatment of certain diseases, provided that similar products 
are not manufactured or authorised in Paraguay. 





PERU. 
CONSULAR FEES. 


H.M. Representative at Lima has forwarded translation 
of a Decree, dated 8th September, in virtue of which the 
fee of 4 per cent. ad valorem, leviable in respect of the 
Consular certification of invoices is to be collected, as from 
Ist October, by means of the payment of 2 per cent. on the 
legalisation of the invoice at the Peruvian Consulate in the 
country of export and of the remaining 2 per cent. on the 
arrival of the goods at the Customs House of the port of 
entry into Peru. 





ALCOHOL MONOPOLY. 


A recent Law (No. 4650), provides for the establishment 
in Peru of a monopoly of the sale of alcohol derived from 
sugarcane, grapes or any other material. The monopoly 
does not apply to native-produced beer, wine, vineta, and 
imitations thereof, nor to imported liqueurs, wines, beers 
and potable alcohols in general of foreign origin. Alcoholic 
beverages, etc., which are not under the control of the 
monopoly must pay special duties, and the duties fixed for 








those of foreign pr oduction @ are as 3 follow : —- , 
Per litre. 
| soles cts. 

Beer | O 15 


Liqueurs and alcoholic beverages other than wines, | 
and alcohol of all kinds up to 70 degs. Gay-Lussac | 2 60 
Alcohol of all kinds up to 100 degs. Gay-Lussac Porgy 00 
White or coloured wines of Burgundy, Cereza, Cyprus, | 
China, Frontiniac, Jerez, Malvasia, Marsala, | 
Malaga, Muscatel, Oporto, Pedro Jimenez, Peralta, | 
Rhine, Vermouth and other full bodied wines... | 1 20 
White or coloured wines of Bordeaux, Carlon, 
Catalan, Chianti, Priorato, St. Vincent and other 
wines of this kind ... sed 1 00 
Champagne and sparkling wines and all other wines 
which bear either of these denominations on the | 
label ... he a ade bal dite don 2 30 


~— — 


The above duties are levied in addition to the Customs 
duties. 

The text of the Law, and of Regulations issued thereunder, 
may be consulted by persons interested on application to 
the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, 8S.W. 1. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 


POLAND. 


INCREASE OF EXCISE DUTIES ON 
VARIOUS ARTICLES 


The ‘“ Polish Journal of Laws” for 29th September 
contains three Orders increasing the excise duties on various 
articles. The new duties, which came into effect on Ist 
October, together with the former rates for purposes of 
comparison, are shown below. 











New duty. 


Former duty. 





Polish marks. 


Lubricating oil, visc. of : per 100 kilogs. 














Up to 750 deg. ; 70,000 700,000 
From 750 to 865 deg. 35,000 500,000 
From 865 to 885 deg. : 3,000 60,000 
Above 885 deg., also crude oil and j 
vaseline 15,000 300,000 
Paraffin wax and candles 20,000 400,000 
Asphalt, coke and tar 3,000 60,000 
Pressed yeast : r kilog. 
Manufactured in Poland 5,000 20,000 
Imported 6,000 24,000 
r box of not more than 60 
Matches 120 600 
ROUMANIA. 
MODIFICATION OF EXPORT DUTIES. 


‘*Monitor Oficial’’ for 9th October 


The Roumanian 
7th October, which modify 


contains two Decrees, dated 


the duties levied on various articles on exportation from 


Roumania. The new rates of export duty, which are 


ine ‘lusive of the commission tax, are as follow : 























Export duty 
(including 
Commission 
Tax). 
Lei. 
each 
Eggs o- 1-50 
Fresh meat, whether prepared or pres serv ed, “except | per kilog. 
pork ... ion oa | 20 
Fresh pork, w hether prepared or preserv ed . oP “i 
[The export of _ is still — | 
Ham 25 
** Salami ” sausage ee iin iia soo | 30 
** Ghiudem ”’ (smoked sausage) ines — we | 25 
Hors d’oeuvres _ | 25 
Flesh of horses or donkeys _ ve se _ 1 
Woollen rags | 6 
| per wagon. 
Gypsum 500 
per head 
Oxen, cows, bulls, buffaloes and she buffaloes | 8,000 
Rams >| 400 
| per kilog. 
Skins of lambs, rams and sheep, without the wool ... | 30 
| per wagon. 
Glassware manufactured in Roumania 1,000 
Oilcakes ... a | 6,000 
Crushed remains of sunflower seed ‘and hempseed | | 
after the oil has been extracted with benzine _... | 1,000 
SPAIN. 
IMPORTATION OF PHARMACEUTICAL 


SPECIALITIES. 


In March 1919, Regulations were issued governing the 
manufacture, importation, packing and sale in Spain of 
pharmaceutical specialities, and a period of two years was 
granted to manufacturers of preparations then being sold 
in Spain within which to conform to the new regulations. 
This period was extended from time to time, but a Decree 
has now been promulgated (dated 10th October), which 
provides that the Regulations (with one or two minor 
exceptions) shall be enforced as from Ist November, 1923. 

In consequence, from that date the Customs will not 
permit the importation of foreign specialities into Spain, 
unless there is a statement on the wrapping to the effect 
that they have been registered in Spain, and are presented 
in exactly the same form as registered. 

Pharmaceutical specialities are defined as including all 
medicaments of known composition, designated by the 
inventor or covered by a conventional denomination, put 





CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





up in uniform packages for sale. Preparations of a com- 


position wholly or partially ‘‘ secret,’ as also those des- 
cribed merely as ‘‘ with a base of. .... , are regarded 
as secret remedies and their sale is prohibited. 

No pharmaceutical speciality may be offered for sale 
unless it has been registered with the “‘ Inspeccion General 
de Sanidad.’”’ Certain classes of goods are, however, 
exempted from the formality of registration, including 
preparations made up strictly in accordance with an official 
pharmacopeeia (Spanish or foreign), single elements (non- 
poisonous), put up in doses, alimentary products (extracts 
of meat, etc), preparations for the skin, hair, teeth, etc. 
(toilet articles), provided that they do not contain 
poisonous substances. 

A copy (in Spanish) of the regulations, which are of con- 
siderable length, may be seen by persons interested on 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 





Proposed Tariff Changes. 





NETHERLANDS. 





PROPOSED INCREASE OF EXCISE AND 
IMPORT DUTIES ON BEER AND TEA. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at The Hague reports that 
a Bill has been introduced into the Netherlands Parliament 
to increase the excise duty on beer from 23 to 7 cents per 
litre of wort of a strength of 1045. The excise duty is only 
levied on beer produced in the Netherlands, but a corres- 
ponding increase of the import duty from 7 to 12 florins 
per hectolitre is proposed for imported beer. 

A further Bill proposes to increase the import duty on 
tea from the present rate of 25 florins per 100 kilogs. to 
100 florins per 100 kilogs. 





i 
BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED. 
A Handbook on Rubber Uses and their Development. 


Published by the Rubber Growers’ Association (Incor- 
porated), 2, 3 and 4, Idol Lane, London, E.C. 3. 

This Handbook contains a compendium of reports on 
suggestions received in connection with the £10,000 Prize 
Scheme inaugurated some time ago by the Rubber 
Growers’ Association for the purpose of encouraging the 
submission of ideas for increasing the applications of 
rubber, thus ensuring a greater consumption of the crude 


prod uct. 


Rapport sur le Commerce et UIndustrie de la Suisse en 
1922. Published by the ‘‘ Vorort de |l’Union Suisse du 
Commerce et de |’Industrie.’’ 


This Report for 1922 on Trade and Industry in Switzer- 
land, published by the Swiss Union of Trade and Industry, 
gives a complete view of the economic situation of 
Switzerland for that year. The Report opens with the 
statistical portion which, in a tabular form, contains all 
the figures needful to a clear appreciation of Swiss 
economic conditions. Side by side with general informa- 
tion, and basic statistics, are given tables on the state of 
the labour market. The statistical portion (largely 
increased since the last issue) is followed by the actual 
Report on the Commercial and Industrial Position of 
Switzerland during 1922. This Report—containing 38 
chapters—reviews in the first place the various branches 
of industry and commerce, banking, assurance, the organi- 
sation for affording economic information and finally the 
various institutions dealing with commercial and profes- 
sional education. Those chapters relating to the 
industrial and commercial branches contain also a resumé 
of the trade statistics, together with the more important 
figures of Swiss imports and exports to and from foreign 
countries, while full details of the chief economic features 
of the year are given and, in particular, a very clear 
exposé of the difficulties due to the prolonged commercial 
crisis and the attempts made to combat it. 


Bulletin of the Imperial Institute. Vol. XXI., No. 1, 
1923. Report on the operations of the Imperial Institute. 
Published by John Murray, Albemarle Street, London, W. 
Price 3s. 6d. net, by post 3s. 10d. 
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Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 





GENERAL SECTION 





PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACTS, 1907 AND 
1919. 
LicENCEs oF RIGHT. 
Notice is hereby given that, by virtue of the provisions of 
Section 24 of the Acts, the under-mentioned Patents were 
endorsed ‘‘ Licences of Right ’’ on 18th October, 1923 :— 








No. and Year| | 





of Patent. | Grantee. | Title. 
141,023 Tyner, R. H. | **Laundry sorting booth.” 

(3262 /20) | 
142,391 Jackson, H. D. | ‘*‘A new or improved anchorage device 


for setting or fixing machinery on 
concrete floors or the like.”’ 

| “Improvements in anti-friction bear- 
ing.” 


(24260 19) 


Thornton, A. A. 
( Vacuumeter 
Selling Co.). 

Leighton, G. 

| 


161,391 
(2610720) | 


‘**Improvements in drawing pins.” 


163,664 | 
(13163,/21) | 
167,864 | Pollak, J. E. | “An improved process for producing 


wool-like or transparent effects on 


+B 


} 
(13840 20) | (Akt.-Ges. Seeriet | 
Bleicherei Filiale | cotton fabrics. 
| Arbon). 
| Marks, E. C. R. 
(Durham Dupler | 
Razor Co.). 


‘**Improvements in and relating to the 


194,748 | 
hollow grinding of razor blades.” 


(30360 21) | 
W. TEMPLE FRANKS. 
Comptroller-Gen eral. 


. The Patent Office. 





NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY ACT 
LICENCES. 

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with Section 1, Sub- 
Section 7, of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 1918 (7 & 
& Geo. 5, Ch. 67), and No. 11 of the Statutory Rules and 
Orders No.265, of 1918 (Non-Ferrous Metal Industry), that 
licences under the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act have 
been granted by the Board of Trade to the undermentioned 
companies, firms or individuals :— 

Metals (1923) Limited, Caledonian Works, 

Street, Birmingham. 


Banbury 








—_—— 


COLONIAL PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


A list of Colonial Publications on Trade and other subjects 
recently received and filed for reference at the Enquiry 
Office, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1 :— 


New Zealand: 
Land and Income Tax (Annual) Act, 1923. 
Public Works Amendment Act, 1923. 
Judicature Amendment Act, 1923. 
Companies Empowering Act, 1923. 
Stamp Duties Act, 1923. 
Engineers‘ Registration Act, 1923. 
Reserves and Other Lands Disposal and Public Bodies Empowering 

Act, 1923. 

Board of Trade Amendment Act, 1923. 
Finance Act, 1923. 
Imprest Supply Act, 1925. 
Imprest Supply Act, 1923 (No. 2). 
State Advances Amendment Act, 1923. 
Land and Income Tax Act, 1923. 








Commercial Returns. 


CORN PRICES, 


Statement showing the average price of British Corn per cwt. of 
112 Imperial Pounds,* as received from the Inspectors of Corn 
Returns in the week ended 20th October, 1923, pursuant 
to the Corn Returns Act, 1882, and the Corn Sales Act, 1921 :— 








Average Price per cwt. 














W heat. Barley. Oats 
s d. s. d. s. d. 
Week ended 20th October, 1928 ... 9 0 10 6 8 7 
Corresponding week in— 
1913... — ve re 7 0 7 10 6 4 
la Jn ose ina 8 10 7 11 8 5 
a ows az ~y 11 8 12 11 10 5 
1916... én vr ie oe 15 3 ll 9 
| aaa oils oie ot Bee 16 10 15 5 
1918... ine ia — se 7 16 10 18 1 
1919... spe on me ~~ 4 RRS 
| en ia) a 25 5 | 19 8 
a oes ina _ oe) 14 4 | 9 0 
1922 ... eee nee ven) 9 3 li 2 | 9 2 








* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, as amended by Section (2) of 
the Corn Sales Act, 1921, provides that in the weekly summary of quantities 
and prices each sort of British corn shall be computed with reference to the 
hundredweight of one hundred and twelve imperial standard pounds. 





FISHERY STATISTICS FOR SEPTEMBER, 10923. 


The following statement shows the quantity and value of 
fish landed on the English and Welsh, Scotch and Irish coasts 
during the month of “eptember, 1923, compared with the 
corresponding month of 1922 :— 





Month of September. 


1922, 1923. 


| Quantity. Value. | Quantity. Value. 
cwt. £ ewt. £ 





| 
—— 
| 





England and Wales 
Fish, excluding 


shell fish .., | 983,462 1,215,075 | 963,592 1,160,122 
Shell fish ne — 54,459 45,751 





Total value ... — | 1,269,534 — 1,205, 873 


Scotiland— 
Fish, excluding 


























shell fish ... | 329.371 285,097 | 284,156 241,289 
Shell fish em -- 9,179 | — 10,257 
| 
Total value ... | — 294,276 |  — 251,46 
Northern ireland— | 
Fish, excluding 
shell fish__.... 5,608 2,879 3,143 2,211 
Shell fish eal — 381 337 
Total value ... — 3,260 — 2,548 








irish Free State— | 
Fish, excluding 








shell fish  ... 33,134 19,967 18,578 18,982 
Shell fish fo -- 3,044 — 2,120 
Total value ... — 23,011 — 21,102 








The figures for 1923 are sub*‘ect to revision. 

















WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ACT, 1904. 





NOTICE OF EXAMINATION OF PATTERN NO. 215. 


The Board of Trade has examined and 
tested, with reference to the material of which 
and the principle on which it is constructed, a 
pattern of 1 lb. beam scale similar in principle 
of construction to the pattern approved under 
Notice No. 188, but fitted with a difference 


chart with a central zero, and graduated only “Zz 

on the side of excess weight, of the form ig 

shown herein, submitted to the Department pvoeet 

under the provisions of Section 6 of the above 44, 
Yc 


Act, and has issued a Certificate (No. 169), 


dated 16th April, 1923, that the pattern is not gaois 
such as to facilitate the perpe‘ration of fraud. D 


Board of Trade, 
Standards Department, 
Old Palace Yard, 
Westminster. 


7th September, 1923. 
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Openings for British Trade, 





[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
‘* Openings for Trade ’”’ by applying to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, and quoting the specific reference number 
and country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1.] 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 


aa 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 








AUSTRALIA. 


FURNISHING FABRICS.—A manufacturers’ agent in Sydney 
desires to be placed in communication with British manufacturers 
of furnishing fabrics desirous of appointing a representatives in 
Australia on a commission basis. He claims to have had some 18 
years’ experience in the wholesale trade throughout Australia. 


(Reference No. 437.) 
TENDERS INVITED. 

ALUMINIUM STEEL CORED CABLES.—tThe Officer in Charge 
for H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in Australia informs the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade that the State Electricity Commission 
at Melbourne are calling for tenders, to be presented by 3rd January 
1924, for the supply of aluminium steel cored cable and accessories. 

Copy of the specification is available for inspection by British 
firms at the Department of Overseas Trade (Room 52), 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 12318/E.D./ 
C.P.) 


—— 
— 


ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
AUSTRALIA. 


The following enquiries have been received at the Office of the 
High Commissioner for Australia, Australia House, Strand, London, 
W.C. 2 :— 

RAW MATERIALS, HEAVY CHEMICALS, SHEETINGS, 
SOFT GOODS GENERALLY, OR OTHER LINES SUITABLE 
TO THE AUSTRALIAN TRADE.—An Australian manufacturers’ 
agent, at present in London, wishes to be put into touch with manu- 
facturers of raw materials, heavy chemicals, sheetings, soft goods 

enerally or other lines suitable to the Australian trade. Letters 
should be addressed in the first instance to the Official Secretary, 
Commercial Branch, Australia House, Strand, London, W.C. 2, 
quoting reference No. 412/7/1/1/167. 

CHINA AND CUT GLASS.—A South Australian manufacturers’ 
agent is at present visiting this country and is anxious to get into 
touch with manufacturers of good-class china and cut-glass with a 
view to representing them in Australia. 

Replies should, in the first instance, be addressed to the Official 
Secretary, Commercial Bureau, Australia House, Strand, W.C. 2, 
quoting reference No, 412/7/1/1/160. 


-_ 


BRITISH INDIA. 


ENGINEERS’ STORES, MECHANICS’ TOOLS, SMALL 
TOOLS, BELTINGS, PACKINGS AND GENERAL HARD- 
WARE.—A manufacturers’ representative established in Bombay, 
with sub-offices at Karachi, Delhi and Calcutta, who is leaving for a 
tour of India about the end of October, wishes to represent a few 
British firms interested in engineering stores, mechanics’ tools, 
small tools, beltings, packings and general hardware. He claims 
to have had twelve years’ experience in India with well-known 
engineering firms, and desires to work on a basis of an annual con- 
tribution towards travelling expenses and a commission on results. 
(Reference No. 438.) 


TENDERS INVITED. 


GALVANISED CORRUGATED MILD STEEL SHEETS.—The 
Director-General, India Store Department, Branch No. 10, Belvedere 
Road, Lambeth, 8.E. 1, requires :— 

Galvanised corrugated mild steel sheets, various dimensions. 
Tons 90. 

Tenders are due on 15th November, 1923. 

Tender forms are obtainable on application to the Director- 
General at the above address. ne alia 

















CANADA. 
WOOLLENS, SERGES, COSTUME CLOTHS, ETC.—A manu- 


facturers’ agent in Montreal who represents several British manu- 
_ facturers of non-competitive textile lines, and has a good connection 

with the trade, desires to secure the representation, on a commis- 
sion basis, for the Provinces of Quebec, Ontario, and Maritime 
Provinces of British manufacturers of woollen (men’s suitings, 
overcoatings, serges) and piece goods for ladies’ wear. (Reference 
No. 439.) 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





TOYS AND RUBBER BALLS.—A manufacturers’ agent in 
Vancouver, British Columbia, who has had several years experience 
in the toy trade and represents a number of British manufacturers, 
chiefly for textiles, desires to secure the representation, on a com- 
mission basis, for Western Canada (Port Arthur, Ontario, to Victoria, 
British Columbia) of British manufacturers of toys and rubber 
balls. He is stated to have an excellent connection with the whole- 
sale trade. (Reference No. 440.) 


PLIERS, GLASS CUTTERS, SCISSORS, ETC.—A manufacturers’ 
agent in Winnipeg, who is at present representing principally 
Canadian manufacturers of hardware, etc., andis well known to the 
trade, desires to secure the representation, on a commission basis, 
for Western Canada of British manufacturers of nippers and pliers, 
harness hardware, machinists’ tools and wrenches, emery cloths and 
papers, shears, snips and scissors. (Reference No. 441.) 


DRESS SILKS.—An old established firm of manufacturers’ 
agents in Vancouver, who already hold the agencies of a number of 
British manufacturers of soft goods, wish to secure the representation, 
on a commission basis, of British exporters of dress silks. (Refer- 
ence No. 442.) 


SUITINGS, DRESS GOODS, HANDKERCHIEFS, LININGS, 
TOWELS, ETC.—A manufacturers’ agent in Toronto, who represents 
a United States manufacturer of hosiery and has a good connection 
with the dry goods trade, desires to secure the representation, on 
a commission basis, for Toronto of British manufacturers of woollens, 
tweeds, etc., linings for clothing, ratines, ginghams, zephyrs and 
wash goods, wool and fancy dress goods, pocket handkerchiefs, 
linens, towels and fancy shirtings. (Reference No. 443.) 


= 
oa — 


ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF CANADIAN TRADE 
COMMISSIONER. 


The following enquiry has been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2, where full information may be 
obtained :— 


SILKS, SATINS, RIBBONS, VELVETS, PLUSH STRAWS, 
BRAIDS, ETC.—A partner in a firm of manufacturers’ agents in 
Toronto, whose travellers cover the whole of Canada, and who is 
now in London, would be glad to hear from British manufacturers 
and shippers of silks, satins, ribbons, velvets, plush, straws, braids 
etc., seeking representation in Canada. 





a 





CYPRUS. 


PAINTS, VARNISHES, COLOURS, TIRONMONGERY AND 
HOLLOW-WARE.—An agent resident in Larnaca desires to secure 
the representation of British manufacturers of the above lines on 
a commission basis. A United Kingdom reference is supplied. 
(Reference No. 444.) 


= 
ae 


KENYA COLONY. 


COMBINED RICE HULLING AND POLISHING MACHINES. 
—H.M. Trade Commissioner in East Africa reports that a firm at 
Lamu, in the Kenya Protectorate, wish to receive c.i.f. quotations 
from British manufacturers of combined rice hulling and polishing 
machines. 

British firms desirous of obtaining further particulars of this 
enquiry should apply to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. Reference D.O.T. 12355/E.D./C.P.) 


= 








NEW ZEALAND. 
OLIVE OIL SOAP AND OLIVE OIL.—A firm of agents resident 


in Auckland desires to obtain the representation of a British exporter 
of olive oil soap, shaving soap and olive oil. (Reference No. 445.) 


TENDERS INVITED. 


TRANSFORMERS AND ACCESSORIES.—The Auckland Elec- 
tric |} ower Board are calling for tenders, to be presented by 24th 
November, for transformers and accessories. 

A copy of the specification and general conditions of tender can 
be inspected by British firms on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Room 52), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 
(Reference D.O.T. 12376/E.D./C.C. /2.) 


, — 
- 


ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
NEW ZEALAND. 


The following enquiry has been received at the Office of the 
High Commissioner for New Zealand, 415, Strand, London, 
W.C. 2 :— 


MOTOR CARS, TRUCKS AND ACCESSORIES AND 
BUILDERS’ HARDWARE (LOCKS, FIREGRATES, ETC.).— 
A firm of New Zealand engineers, with an established business in 
Auckland, desires to get into touch with British manufacturers of 
motor cars, trucks, and accessories and also builders’ hardware, i.e., 
locks, firegrates, etc., with a view to representation in Dominion 
markets. 

Enquiries should be addressed to P.O. 3, c/o High Commissioner 
for New Zealand, New Zealand Government Offices, 415, Strand, 
London, W.C. 2. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Coniinued. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 


COTTON GOODS AND HOSIERY.—A manufacturers’ repre- 
sentative at Durban, who has been established for over 20 years, 
desires to secure agencies for Manchester cotton goods and Notting- 
ham hosiery. He represents some well-known British houses, 
whose interests he is stated to have handled for many years. It is 
anticipated he will arrive on a visit to this country at the end of 
October, and will then be prepared to enter into negotiations with 
firms interested. (Reference No. 446.) 

ASPHALT.—A manufacturers’ agent established in Cape Town 
is desirous of securing the representation of manufacturers of asphalt 
for road paving. The agent is understood to have good connections 
in municipal and other circles and has had many years’ experience 
of constructional engineering. (Reference No. 447.) 

BUILDING AND MINING MATERIALS AND GALVANISED 
CORRUGATED IRON.—A well-known Johannesburg firm of 
mining material merchants and agents are desirous of securing 
additional agencies for building lines and mining equipment and 
materials, in which lines they are stated to be doing a considerable 
volume of trade, They are also desirous of securing an agency for 
galvanised corrugated iron. (Reference No. 448.) 


TENDERS INVITED. 


COIR ROPE.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in South Africa 
reports that the Administration of the South African Railways and 
Harbours (Stores Department), invites tenders for the supply and 
delivery at various South African ports of coir rope. (Tender No. 
487). 

Tenders are due to be presented in South Africa by 21st November, 
1923. 

Further particulars of the contract, conditions of tender, etc., can 
be obtained by firms desirous of offering British made material as 
indicated on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Reference D.O.T. 12392/ 
E.D. /T.C. /2.) 

RUBBER STEAM HEATING HOSE PIPES.—H.M. Senior 
Trade Commissioner in South Africa reports that the South African 
Railways and Harbours Administration are calling for tenders, to 
be presented by 5th November, 1923, for the supply of rubber steam 
heating hose pipes. 

British firms desirous of receiving further information regarding 
this call for tenders should apply to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Reference D.O.T. 
12391 /E.D./C.C. /2.) 

TRANSFORMERS.—tThe Electricity Department of the Munici- 
pal Council of the City of Cape Town is calling for tenders for trans- 
formers, to be presented by 29th November. 

A copy of the tender form and specification can be seen by British 
firms interested at the Department of Overseas Trade (Room 52), 
35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 12386/ 
E.D./C.C. /2.) 

ELECTRIC CABLES.—The Municipal Council of Johannesburg 
are calling for tenders, to be presented by 19th November, for 
electric cables. 

A copy of the specification and general conditions of tender is 
available for inspection by British firms on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Room 52), 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, 8.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 12393/E.D./C.C. /2.) 





TRINIDAD. 


TEXTILES AND FOOTWEAR.—A firm of commission agents 
in Trinidad desire to secure the representation of manufacturers of 
piece-goods, lace, thread, boots, and shoes. (Reference No. 449-) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 





EUROPE. 


(Pemeeennremencis ee med 


BELGIUM. 


COSTUME TWEEDS.—A firm in Brussels are desirous of obtain - 
ing the agency, on a commission basis, of British manufacturers of 
costume tweeds. Correspondence in English. (Reference No. 450.) 


oo 





GERMANY. 


TEXTILES, RUBBER GOODS AND OILS.—An English com- 
mission agent in Cologne is desirous of securing the representation 
for the Rhineland of British exporters of worsted, woollens, rain- 
coats, rubber goods, (bottles, sheetings, etc.), oils, (lubricating and 
for industrial purposes). (Reference No. 451.) 





ITALY. 


BOOT POLISHES.—A memorandum giving the names of likely 
dealers in boot polishes in Italy has been prepared in the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade from information supplied by the Commer- 
cial Secretary at Rome. 

British firms desirous of receiving a copy of this report should 
apply to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, 8.W. 1. (Reference D.O.T. 4826/3/T.G. /C.C. /2.) 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





LATVIA. 

MARKET FOR WROUGHT IRON TUBES AND FITTINGS.— 
A short report on the market in Latvia for wrought iron tubes and 
fittings has been prepared in the Department of Overseas Trade 
based upon information furnished by H.M. Consul at Riga. 

The report has been sent direct to those firms whose names are 
entered in the Special Register of this Department. Other British 
firms desirous of receiving a copy, together with particulars of the 
Special Register service and form of application for registration, 
should communicate with the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Reference D.O.T. 852/10/ 
F.G, /E.C./2. 


NETHERLANDS. 


HANDKERCHIEFS.—An old established firm in Amsterdam are 
desirous of securing the representation for the Netherlands of British 
manufacturers of handkerchiefs. Correspondence in English. (Re- 
ference No. 452.) 





TENDERS INVITED. 


VARIOUS GOODS.—The Commercial Secretary at The Hague 
reports that the Colonial Establishment, Westerdoksdijk 2, Amster- 
dam, is calling for tenders for various goods, tenders to reach the 
Director of the Colonial Establishment (through the Dutch repre- 
sentatives of British firms) by 1 p.m. on 31st October, 1923. 

The goods required include white writing paper, cardboard, pack- 
ing, copying and miscellaneous paper, leather hat bands, hard 
haberdashery for uniforms, nails, shoe rivets and hooks and eyelets, 
ironmongery, zinc sheets, earthenware pipes, street cobbles, fireproof 
stone, bookbinders’ glue, sealing wax, certain chemicals and oils, and 
soap and soap powder. 

The tenders are called for under the usual general conditions, but 
the Department of Overseas Trade has available for inspection, by 
interested British firms, copies of the specifications (in Dutch) con- 
taining special requirements and dates of delivery. These may be 
seen on application to the Department (Room 84), 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1. 

It will be noted that tenders must be submitted through local 
representatives, The Department will be pleased to place British 
firms, desirous of tendering and not represented in Holland, in touch 
with firms having branches in Holland, who may be willing to act 
on their behalf in this matter. (Reference D.O.T. 20890/F.W./G.P.) 


— 





NORWAY. 


LUBRICATING OILS AND GREASES, RUBBER SOLES AND 
HEELS.—A commission agent in Christiania desires to secure the 
representation for Norway of British exporters of lubricating oils 
and greases and rubber soles and heels. (Reference No. 453.) 





ROUMANIA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 


ZINC SHEETS.—The Commercial Secretary at Bucharest 
reports that the Roumanian State Railways are inviting tenders 
for the supply and delivery c.i.f. Roumanian port of the under- 
mentioned quantity of zinc sheets. 

6,000 kilogs. of sheets measuring—1,000 by 2,000 by 4 mm. 
10,000 kilogs. of sheets measuring—1,000 by 2,000 by 1 mm. 
3,000 kilogs. of sheets measuring—1,000 by 2,000 by 2 mm. 

Tenders will be received up to 11 a.m. on 24th November at La 
Direction Generale des Chemins de fer Roumains, Service P. (Calea 
Victoriei No. 124), Bucharest. 

Local representation is essential. 

Firms desirous of tendering for British made zinc sheets should 
apply for further particulars of the contract to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. (Reference 
D.O.T. 11706/F.E./E.C. /2. 

JUTE CLOTH.—The Commercial Secretary at Bucharest reports 
that the Direction General of the State Monopolies, Roumania, 
has called for tenders for the supply and delivery, for the variaus 
establishments of the Monopoly, of a total quantity of 300,500 
metres of jute cloth for sacks and packing purposes. 

Tenders are due to be presented in Bucharest by 7th November. 

British firms desirous of receiving further particulars of the con- 
tract should communicate with the Department of Overseas Trade, 
35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. (Reference D.O.T. 11694/ 


F.E. /T.C./2.) 


SPAIN. 


CHEMICALS AND FOODSTUFFS.—A commission agent of 
Barcelona is desirous of securing the representation of British 
manufacturers of sulphate of ammonia, sulphate of copper and super- 
phosphates. He also desires to represent British manufacturers 
of foodstuffs. (Reference No. 454.) 

SANITARY GOODS, ENAMEL WARE, ETC.—A commission 
agent of Barcelona is desirous of securing the representation of 
British manufacturers of Sanitary goods and accessories (bathroom 
fittings of all kinds), fancy goods, enamelled goods, toys, chinaware, 


(Reference No. 455.) 


SWEDEN. 


COTTON) PIECE-GOODS, WOOLLEN TISSUES, HOSE, 
VELVETS, ETC.—A commission agent in Stockholm desires to 
secure the representation for Sweden of British manufacturers of 
cotton piece-goods, woollen tissues, velvets, table linen, hosiery, 
ladies’ cloaks and raincoats. (Reference No. 456.) 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





SWITZERLAND. 


TEXTILES, DYES AND BLEACHED PIECE-GOODS.—An 
agent established at St. Gall is desirous of securing the agency for 
Switzerland of a British firm in a position to deliver printed cotton 
goods of all kinds (nouveautes and staple goods), dyed and bleached 
piece-goods. (Reference No, 457.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 


NEAR EAST. 








EGYPT. 
TENDERS INVITED. 


PAPER, BRISTOL BOARDS, ETC.—The British Commercial 
Agent for Egypt has forwarded to the Department of Overseas Trade 
samples and particulars of a call for tenders for the supply of paper, 
bristol boards and greyboard required by the Egyptian Government 
Press, during the year 1924-25. 

Sealed tenders on the proper form, addressed to the Superinten- 
dent, Government Press, Bulag, Cairo, will be received up till noon 
24th November, 1923. 

The samples, together with a copy of the specification and con- 
ditions of contract may be seen on application to the Department 
(Room 41), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S8.W. 1. 

A duplicate set is also available for loan, in order of application, 
to provincial firms who are unable to inspect them in London. 

Representation by a local resident agent is essential, and the De- 
partment will be pleased to forward the names of British mer- 
chants with branch houses in Egypt who would be prepared to handle 
this tender on behalf of third parties. (Reference No. 11642/F.E. / 


M.C.) 





AFRICA. 





ALGERIA. 

IRON AND STEEL CASTINGS, PIPE AND TUBES.—A 
commission agent established in Algiers desires to be placed in touch 
with British exporters of iron and steel castings, pipes and tubes. 
Correspondence should be in French. (Reference No. 458.) 

SPIRITS, HOUSEHOLD AND LAUNDRY SOAP.—A firm of 
commission agents established in Algiers desire to be placed in 
touch with British exporters of spirits, household and laundry soap. 
Correspondence should be in French. (Reference No. 459.) 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


COTTON YARNS.—An importer of yarns in Philadelphia wishes 
to communicate with British spinners and doublers of cotton yarns, 
with a view to purchasing supplies. (Reference No. 460.) 

HIDES AND SKINS AND GENERAL MERCHANDISE.— 
A commission merchant in Boston wishes to communicate with 
British exporters of hides, skins (particularly goat skins), gums, 
shellac, glue, mohair, wools, sheep casings, bones, ivory, hemp, 
jute and sisal, with a view to obtaining agencies, on a commission 
basis, for the New England district. (Reference No. 461.) 

CHAMOIS LEATHER.—A manufacturers’ agent in San Fran- 
cisco wishes to communicate with British manufacturers of chamois 
leather with a view to obtaining an agency for the State of California. 
He is prepared to finance own stocks. (Reference No. 462.) 

READY-MADE CLOTHING, MEN’S WEAR.—A dealer in 
Philadelphia, with 35 years experience in the textile and clothing 
business, wishes to communicate with British manufacturers of 
men’s overcoats, sports clothes, neck wear, mufflers, hosiery, etc., 
with a view to obtaining sole agencies, on a commission basis, for 
the United States of America. (Reference No. 463.) 

COTTON GOODS, FLANNELS, ETC.—An agent at Phila- 
deiphia wishes to communicate with British manufacturers of Madras 
shirtings, ginghams, medium-weight flannels or similar goods, with 
a view to obtaining agencies for the United States. He is also 
interested in job lots of such goods in quantities of one hundred to 
one thousand pieces, which he would be prepared to purchase on 
a cash basis, subject to approval of samples. (Reference No. 464.) 

CLOTHING, WOOLLEN PIECE - GOUDS, BLANKETS, 
SHEETINGS, ETC.— An agent in San Francisco wishes to commu- 
nicate with British manufacturers of men’s and women’s high-class 
overcoats, knitted silk ties, West of England piece goods, mantle 
cloths, serges and dress goods, blankets and sheetings, with a view to 
obtaining agencies on a commission basis for the State of California. 
(Re‘erence No. 465. ) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 


LATIN AMERICA, 














BRAZIL. 
LACES, CURTAINS AND COTTON NETS.—A British firm of 


manufacturers’ agents and representatives in Sao Paulo are desirous 
of securing the representation of British manufacturers of laces, 
curtains and cotton nets. (Reference No. 466.) 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





EARTHENWARE TABLE AND TOILET WARE.—A British 
commission agent in Santiago is desirous of obtaining the represen- 


CHILE. 

















tation of British manufacturers of earthenware, table and toilet . 
| ware. (Reference No. 467.) of 
| TENDERS INVITED. : os 
| RAILS AND ACCESSORIES.—The Commercial Secretary at ma 
| Paris reports that tenders are invited by the Chilean State Railways 
for 16,500 tons of rails and accessories. Bal 
| Tenders close on 27th November in Santiago or on 23rd November cor 
in Paris. : 
Further particulars of the contract can be obtained by firms in 
desirous of tendering for British material of the kind indicated, on tak 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen in 
| Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Reference D.O.T. 20793 /F.W. /E.C. /2.) . 
| GUATEMALA. 
| DRUGGISTS’ SUNDRIES AND BICYCLES.—A commission ——— 


| agent of Guatemala City is desirous of securing the representation 
| of British firms manufacturing the following: drugs and chemicals, 
patent medicines, perfumery, medical, surgical and dental appliances 
and supplies, bicycles and spare parts, including tyres. (Reference 
No. 468.) 





MEXICO. 
BOOT AND SHOE MACHINERY AND SHOE MERCERIES.— 


A British commission agent in Mexico City is desirous of securing 
the representation of British firms manufacturing boot and shoe 
machinery and all articles relating to the production of footwear, 
including buttons, linings, etc. (Reference No. 469.) . 











PANAMA. 
FANCY LEATHER GOODS, TEXTILES AND HARDWARE. 


A commission agent of Panama is desirous of securing the represen- 
tation of British firms exporting linen and cotton drills, light hard- 
ware, including saws, hammers, files, etc., straw hats and fancy 
leather goods. (Reference No. 470.) 

SCHOOL BOOKS.—The British Vice-Consul at Panama reports 
that a local commission agent is desirous of getting into communica- 














| tion with British dealers in school books (readers, grammars, geo- .— We 

|  graphies, ete.) in English. 

| Application from British firms for further particulars should be A. 

| addressed to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen » 

| Street, London, S.W. 1. (Reference D.O.T. 8799/F.L./M.C./2.) C. 

| Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- oe 

| ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. gf. 

| é 

| SPECIAL REGISTER SERVICE. 

a 

| 

| The following commercial information as to openings for the sale of K. 
British and Irish goods in overseas markets and other connected _ | 
matters has been distributed during the past week ky the Depart- N. 


| 

| ment of Overseas Trade through its ‘‘Special Register” service. 

| Firms on the Special Register of the Department of Overseas Trade 

| desiring to obtain copies of any of the circular letters appearing in 

| this list should apply to the Department, quoting the reference 
number in each case. Firms not on the Register can obtain from the it —A 

| Department, at 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1, full particu- 
lars of this service and form of application for registration :— 


| 

|  Australia.—Transformers — Tenders invited. (12319/E.D./C.C. 

| 12312/E.D./C.C. ; 12314/E.D./C.C.) 

Canada.—Zine oxide adhesive—Quotations and samples invited. 
(11603/E.D./C.C./A.) 

New Zcaland,—Transformers and _ switchgear—Tenders invited, 
(12376/E.D./C.C.) 

| South Africa.—Coir rope—Tenders invited. (12392/E.D./E.C.) 

| Transformers—Tenders invited. (12340/E.D./0.C. ; 12341/ 

E.D./C.C.) 

Belgium.—Wrought iron tubes and fittings — Trade prospects. 
(852/7/¥.G./E.C ) 

Roumania.—Jute cloth—Tenders invited. © (11694/F.E./T.C.) 

Zine sheets—‘Tenders invited. (11706/F.E./E.C.) 

Spain.—Wrought iron or steel hollow-ware — Trade prospects. 
($53/13/F.G./E.C. ) 

Switzrland.—Wrought iron tubes and fittings—Trade prospects. 
(852/8/F G./E.C.) 

Telephone equipment—Prospective opening. (18784/F.W./ 
C.C.) 

Egypt.—Paper, Bristol boards and greyboard—Tenders invited. 
(11642/F. E./M.C.) 

Morecco.—Green tea market. (11635/F.E./C.C.) 

China.—Erection of bridge at Tientsin—Tenders invited. (11647/ 
F, E./E.C.) 

Siam.—Brushware—Trade prospects. (855/8/F.G./M.C.) 

Argentina.—15,000 h.p. plant for electric power station—Tenders v.—P: 
invited. (8873)F.L./C.C.) 

|  Ohile.—Rails and accessories—Tenders invited. (20793/F.W./EC.) 

Panama.—School books—Connections desired’ with British firms. — 
(8799/F L./M.C.) 
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OVERSEAS TRADE IN 1923 AT THE VALUES OF 1922. 
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— We give below upon this and the next page detailed tables in illustration of our article on pages 400 and 401 


of last week’s issue. A comparison is made between the foreign trade of this year and 1922, by estimating, 
as nearly as available data permit, the value which would be put upon imports and exports in the 
- mass, if each item had the same average value per unit of quantity as was declared for goods of the 















































































































































lways 
same description in 1922. In this way aggregate figures are obtained, the comparison of which, with the 
mber corresponding figures for 1922, enable the extent of the influence of price-changes and the aggregate changes 
firms in the volume of goods imported and exported to beestimated. In the article we gave the aggregates, and in the 
~ on tables below supplement this information by extending the comparison to the several groups of commodities 
ueen ; , . : 
2.) in the import and export classification. 
[Norz.—The particulars given relate to the first nine months of the years specified. | 
3sion see 
aon TABLE A. TABLE B. 
cals, TOTAL IMPORTS. EXPORTS OF FOREIGN AND COLONIAL PRODUCE. 
neces 
ence 
Index numbers, 1923, Index numbers, 1923, 
compared with 1922 compared with 1922 
297= 999 — 
Declared Values. Values in (1922 = 100). Declared Values. Values in (1922 = 100) 
Class and Group. 1923 esti- 1923 esti- 
mated at mated at 
aa average ch a 
ring In 1922, | In 1923. | values in Average _ In 1922 | In 1923. | values in Average tas 
hoe 1922, values. Quantities. 1922. values, | Quantities 
ear, 
£1,000 | £1,000 £1,000 £1,000 | £1,000 £1,000 
I.—Food, Drink and Tobacco— 
A. Grain and Flour ... 76 632 71,970 $0,514 89°4 105°1 1,428 1,223 1,129 108 3 61°8 
B. Feeding Stuffs for Animals 3,789 4,285 4,883 878 128°9 141 112 118 94°9 83°7 
— G. Meat... 78 829 85,874 95,620 89°8 121°3 2,330 2,375 3,085 770 | 132°4 
en- D. Animals, Living, for Food eee 1,501 7,310 11,872 61°6 790°9 -~ _ — ws | ae 
E. Other Food and Drink, Non- Dvtiable 102,59) 109,042 117,655 92°7 1147 7,152 4,259 4,157 162°5 58°1 
rd- F a Dutiable 70,175 82,907 68,259 121°5 97°3 5,084 6,962 5,708 | 122°0 112°3 
Icy G Tobacco’ vt ‘ae 12,525 10,631 11, 241 94°6 89°7 815 S16 | 988 | 82°6 121°2 
| " 
the Total, Class I. 346,041 | 372,019 390,044 95°4 112°7 17,350 15,747 | 15,185 | 103°7 87°5 
. en 
.0- li.—Raw Materials and Articles mainly 
Unmanufactured— | | 
be ye _ 8 9 88°9 — - | =— | — | _ _ 
en B. Other Non-Metallic Mining and | | | 
Quarry Products and the like 3,877 4,233 5,022 84°3 129°5 456 | 518 | 4°8 103°0 109°2 
C, Iron Ore and Scrap oie 3,456 5,908 6,277 94°1 181°6 13 | - a = — 
"t= D. Non-Ferrous Metalliferous Ores and 
Serap i ne es “a 5,390 9,139 7,795 117°2 144°6 290 | 145 214 67°8 73°8 
BE. Wood and Timber | 25,178 33,449 32,022 104°5 127°2 465 421 466 90°3 100°2 
¥. Raw Cotton and Cotton Waste. “ 54,202 47,609 42,128 113°0 77°7 3,787 | 6,114 5,556 | 110°0 146°7 
G. Wool, Raw and Waste, and Woollen 
8 Ms 0,312 41,384 34,688 119°3 68°9 19,920 22,996 18,449 124°6 92°6 
H. Silk, Raw, Knubs and Noils 1,586 1,129 1,182 95°5 745 53 tl 73 83°6 137°7 
I. Other Textile Materials .. 7,219 7,564 7,594 99°6 105°2 1,052 1,300 1,356 95°9 128°9 
J. Oil Seeds and Nuts, Oils, Fats, Resins, | 
and Gums a 28,399 34,198 33,662 101°6 118°5 2,896 2,977 2,934 1015 | = 101° 
of K. Hides and Skins, Undressed ... Ks 10,913 12,665 12,673 99°9 116°1 6,206 7,302 | 6,991 104°4 112°6 
a L. Paper-making Materials one eee 6,686 8,577 9,324 92°0 139°5 28 26 26 100°0 92:9 
+ M. Rubber a e-em 5,064 8,450 6,219 135‘9 122°8 3,552 | 8,041 4,810 167°2 135°4 
N. Miseellaneous Raw Materials and | . 
“ Articles mainly Unmanufactured ... 6,828 7,686 9,152 84°0 134°0 1,773 1,852 | 1,631 113°5 92°0 
e = 
n Total, Class II. ... 209,110 | 221,999 207,747 106°9 99°3 40,491 | 51,748 | 43,004 120°3 106°2 
: ; | | | | 
e lil —Articles Wholly or Mainly Manu- | | | | 
\- factured— | 
A. Coke and Manufactured Fuel ... ; 23 ll 11 100°0 478 ~ | as ~ = | re 
B. Earthenware, Glass, Abrasives, etc. ... 5,108 5,448 6,237 87°3 122°] 86 | 101 | 122 | 28 | 141°9 
C. Iron and Steel and Manufactures | 
thereof ... 7,472 10,297 11,078 93°0 148°2 103 148 | 14 66°8 207°8 
D. Non-Ferrous Metals and Manufac- | _ 
tures thereof... 13,286 18,124 16,019 113°1 120°6 2,964 | 2,002 | 1,706 117"4 57°6 
E. Cutlery, Hardware, Implements and | 
Instruments ee i 4,572 5,086 5,420 93°8 118°5 784 | 886 786 112°7 100°S 
F, Electrical Goods and Apparatus 998 1,640 1,811 96°6 181°5 131 | 74 | 90 s2-2 | 68°7 
G. Machinery... we 6,040 6,973 7,100 98°2 117°5 $23 | 823 O80 85°7 116°6 
) H. Manufactures of Wood and Timber _ 2,889 3,377 8,471 97°3 122°3 200 | 245 | 256 | 95°7 128°0 
I, Cotton Yarns and Manufactures 5,056 6,453 7,362 87°7 145°6 1,089 | 1,417 | 1,531 | 92°6 | 140°6 
J. Woollen and Worsted Yarns and | 
Manufactures ... ne _— 6,767 8,578 9,380 91°4 138°6 864 | 967 | 1,033 | 93°6 | 119° 
K. Silk and Silk Manufactures eee 16,020 16,365 14,033 116°6 87°6 3,416 | 2,543 560 | 99°3 74°9 
L, Manufactures of Other Textile | i ae va 
Materials a he ss 7,985 10,829 10,973 94:1 137°4 1,399 | 1,621 1,719 94°35 | 122°9 
M. Apparel ... 10,672 | 12,614 14,378 87°7 134°7 914 828 880 | ol | 96°S 
N. Chemicals, Drugs, Dyes ‘and Colours. 8,344 9,999 11,037 90°6 182°3 1,129 | 937 1,029 | 91°1 91°1 
O. Oils, Fats and Resins, Manufactured 31,635 26,866 32,850 81°8 103°8 2,087 | 2,453 2,686 91*5 128°7 
P. Leather and Manufactures thereof . 8,133 8,833 9,474 93°2 116°5 1,092 | 978 | 1,061 | 92°2 97°2 
Q. Paper and Cardboard 8,9¢3 9,587 10,438 91°8 116°5 190 | 222 | 250 | ssf 8K 
R. Vehicles (including Locomotives, | _ | | nae | ‘a 
Ships and Aircraft) bis 5,050 5,610 6,309 88°9 124°9 226 | 527 | 1,048 | Se 
8. Rubber Manufactures . - ai 4,376 3,889 6,226 62°5 142°3 299 182 | 895 46°1 | 132-1 
T. Miscellaneous Articles, Wholly or a A ne ain Wa 
Mainly Manufactured Ans Mita tele 17,429 19,424 19,885 97°7 114°1 2,214 2,357 | 2,554 923 115°4 
Total Class III. ... 170,768 | 189,503 203,487 93°1 119°2 20,010 19,311 | 20,880 92°5 | 104°3 
| | 
iV.—Animals, not for Food... 27 1,065 2,566 41°5 934°4 23 | 52 | <1 92°9 | 243°5 
a | ; | 
V.—Parcels Post (Non-Dutiable Articl:s) 2,023 2,878 2,949 97°6 145°8 — | +f 2 “+ 7 
Total, Classes I. to V. 728,214 | 787,464 806,793 97°6 110°8 77,874 | 86,858 | 79,12 109°8 101°6 
i i 
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OVERSEAS TRADE IN 1923 AT THE VALUES OF 1922.—(contd.) 








TABLE D. 


TABLE C. 
EXPORTS OF UNITED KINGDOM PRODUCE. 


IMPORTS RETAINED. 





Index numbers 1923 
compared with 1922 
(1922 = 100). 


Index numbers 1923 
compared with 1922 

(1922 = 100). Values in 
1923 esti- 


mated at 


Values in Declared Values. 


1923 esti- 
mated at ia 


Declared Values, 





Class and Group. 








In 1922. 


In 1923. 


average 
values in 
1922. 


Average 
Values, 


Quantities. 


In 1923. 


average 
values in 
1922, 


Average 


Veloos. Quantities. 





1.—Food, Drink and Tobacco— 


Grain and Flour ... 
Feeding Stuffs for Animals 


Meat .. 
for Food 


Animals, Living, ie 
Other Food an Drink, Non- Dutiable 
Dutiable 


Tobacco 
Total, Class I. 


41.—Raw Materials and Articles mainly 


O bp 


ny 


2eCR SMM oO 


il.—Articies Wholly or 


> 


“wD 


Sn md 


me 


- 


We ROWS 


Unmanufactured— 


Coal ... bi = sia sa ‘ie 
Other Non-Metallic Mining and 
Quarry Products and the like 

Iron Ore and Scrap eee 

Non-Ferrous Metalliferous Ores and 
Wood and Timber a 

Raw Cotton and Cotton Waste ie 
Wool, Raw and Waste, and Woollen 


Bilk Knubs and Noils 

Other Textile Materials.. . 

Oil Seeds and Nuts, Oils, Fats, ‘Resins 
and Gums , in 

Hides and Skins, Undressed 

Paper-making Materials 

Rubber sii _— 

Miscellaneous Raw Materials and 
Articles mainly Unmanufactured... 


Total, Class II. 


Mainly Manu- 
factured— 


Ooke and Manufactured Fue)... a 

Harthenware, Glass, Abrasives, etc.... 

Iron and Steel and Manufactures 
thereof... 

Non-Ferrous Metals and Manufac- 
tures thereof... 

Cutlery, Hardware, Implements and 
Instruments... 

Electrical Goods and Apparatus 

Machinery .. 

Manufactures of Wood and Timber .. 

Cotton Yarns and Manufactures... 

Woollen and Worsted Yarns and 
Manufactures ... 

B8ilk and Silk Manufactures 
Manufactures of Other 
Materials ais on 

Apparel _... 

Chemicals, Drugs, ‘Dyes and Colours 

Oils, Fats, Resins and Gunmis. 

Leather and Manufactures thereof . 

Paper and Cardboard 

Vehicles (including Locomotives, 
Ships and Aircraft) ons 

Rubber Manufactures . 

Miscellaneous Articles, 
Mainly Manufactured 


Total, Class III. 


“next 


“Wholly or 


1¥. ~Animais, not for Food ... 


V.—Parceis Post (Non-Dutiable Articles) 


Total, Classes I. to V.... 


£1,000 


74,804 

3,648 
76,499 

1,501 
95,438 
65,091 
11,710 


£1,000 


70,747 
4,178 
83,499 
7,310 
104,783 
75,945 
9,815 


£1,000 


79,385 
4,765 
92,585 
11,872 
118,498 
62,551 
10,253 


£1,000 


3,330 
1,216 
1,017 
345 
21,438 


5,538 





$28,691 


356,272 


374,859 


32,874 





3,421 
3,448 


5,100 
24,713 
50,415 


30,392 
1,533 
6,167 

25,603 
4,707 
6,658 
1,512 


5,055 


gy 


4,524 
6,277 


7,581 
31,556 
36,572 


16,232 
1,109 
6,238 


30,728 
5,682 
9,298 
1,409 


7,521 


67,098 


1,543 
339 


1,471 
339 
1,128 


5,536 
58 
474 


3,947 
1,584 
1,051 

131 


1,955 





168,619 


164,743 


86,649 





23 
5,022 


7,369 
10,322 


3,788 

867 
5,217 
2,639 
3,967 


5,903 
12,604 


6,586 
9,758 
7,215 
29,548 
7,041 
8,773 


4,824 
4,077 


il 
5,347 


10,154 
16,122 


4,200 
1,566 
6,150 
3,132 
5,036 


7,611 
13,822 


8, 70° 
11,786 
9,062 
24,408 
7,855 
9,365 


5,088 | 
3,707 | 


17,067 





il 
6,115 


10,859 
14,3138 


4,634 | 


1,721 
6,140 
3,215 
5,831 


8,347 
11,473 


9,254 
13,498 
10,008 
30,164 

8,413 
10,188 


5,261 
5,831 


17,331 


ped eed peed eet pee 
Es es 


a to = to 


So“ Ge oe 


— 
> he 
— 
Cc 


140°5 
138°3 
138°7 
102°1 
119°5 
116°] 


109°1 
143°0 


113°9 


3,630 
§,272 


44,699 
8,537 


4,805 
5,382 
37,809 
973 
140,921 


43,963 
1.797 


16,556 
16,360 
15,257 
+,394 

: 689 
4,723 


39,518 
3,821 


20,408 


54,947 
10,614 


5,297 
6,089 
33,628 
1,258 
132,910 


47,895 
1,463 


17,491 
19,848 
18,848 
5,012 
4,145 
6,169 


22,168 
3,935 


21,853 


4.891 
10,693 


58,724 
9,489 


6,605 
6,658 
43,132 
1,254 
140,200 


49,414 
1,541 


19,630 
20,610 
20,230 
5,864 
4,748 
8,022 


28, 701 
5,502 


24,033 





150,758 


170,192 | 


182,607 


121°1 


425,514 


428,768 


469,941 





249 


1,013 | 


2,510 


008°0 


1,113 


869 


1,339 





2,023 


2,878 


2,949 


145°8 
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TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES IN LONDON OF THE SELF-GOVERNING DOMINIONS, ETC. 





Queensland.—409, West Strand, W.C. 2. 

South Australia.—Australia House, Strand, W.C. 2. 
Western Australia.—Savoy House, 115-6,Strand,W.C.2- 
Tasmania.—<Australia House, Strand, W.C. 2.. 


Dominion of New Zealand.—413, Strand, W.C. 2. 


Union of South Africa.—Secretary, Office of the High 
Commissioner for South Africa, Trafalgar Square, 
W.C. 2. 

Trade Enquiries in regard to Rhodesia may be made at 
the Office of the British South Africa Co., 2, London Wall 

Buildings, E.C. 2, and 138, Strand, W.C. 2. 


These Enquiry Offices are maintained in London at the 
following addresses by the Governments indicated, viz. :— 
British iIndia.—Trade Commissioner; 42, Grosvenor 

Gardens, 8.W. 1. 

Dominion of Canada.—Kinnaird House, Pall Mall East: 
S.W.1; also Portland House, 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C. 2 (Office of the Canadian Government Trade 
Commissioner). 


ae of Australia.—Australia House; Strand, 
W.C. 2. 
New South Wales.—Australia House, Strand, W.C. 2. 
Victoria.—Melbourne Place, Strand, W.C. 2. 
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